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Tape Kor t 


G. Hrea. Pakravan, if I couid ask you to hegin this interview 
by giving a jattie background about yourseif and the deceased 
fenerail Pakravan;y and then if you ceuld take us toa the tine 


when he hacame the director of the Security Grganizetior in 


fran. 


of, Wheat kind of background da you wantt Ba you mean my 


studies and things jike that? 


4. Well, thinga that you think would be interesting. 

A. Well, it’s not really interesting. Ff was educated in 
France since childheed and went back te iran. i had whet 
they Gail pearamedical atucdies, and on my return to iran I 


became the head of a heapital, which belbonged to the 
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Kossadegh family. 
MW. Natjmiyeh Hospitel? 


A. Naqgmiyeh Hospital. I met my husband and married him in 
1941. He was a captain at the time. Then ... well we had 
four children. And what is important, FI think, is that, 
after a stay in Pakisten where my husband wes the first 
military attache of fran. and feliowing a long, very iong, 
visit that the Late Shah. made to Pakistan, my husband started 
what { would call, a politiacai-military vrareer. That means 
that he was appeinted Chief «of the> G-2 Generali Starr, which 
at that time was ditierert fram what it became later an. And 
avery gervice had senarete and ihdependent, more or tesa, 


headguerters. 


4fter a while that he worked there, first as assistant and 
then as director ~~ aithough he vas much too young.... He 
Wes @ full <unciear> oniy one year and he was quite young at 
the time: that was in i850 -- he must have heen thirty-aine, 
He accepted the job, firat of aii, because a8 an officer he 
thought that he musta’t discuss the decisions, and alse 
because be had @ ee idealistic conviction about 
intelligence work. For him intelligence work never, never, 
Never WAG something consisting only <of> apying on peapie end 
terying ta Amore nen #t fonething wrong. It was to Know 


exactly who was trying toe subvert difrerent ciasecsa or even 


=h a — 
7” 
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the country: and to samehow, either by conviction, by telking 


bo them, ar by human needs, trying to change their oninioan. 


tT remember when he was Chief G-2, it coincided with the 
period -- some tine in the period -- when Mr. Mossadegh was 
prime niniater and alaco minister of defense. That*s 
Homething people keen on forgetting, that Or. Nomaadegh as 
hinister of defense governed practicalty all the time under 
martigi lew. This is something agnin that people have 
forgotten. and alac, that actually if was Sr. Hassedeqh whoa 


mut. the seed of whet came to be known asa SAVAR. 
Mi. Did he? 


A. Yea. Secause he established -- you know at the time the 
Coamuniet Party, the Persian Canmunist Perty called the 
Tudeh, waa extremely active because the Rugsians had hardly 
beft Azerbaijan and the sa-cailied democracy, republite, that 
they had instituted in Kurdestan and Azerbaijan, and were 
extremely strong. And Nossadegh was weil aware of the danger 
it represented to have these peopie infiltrating every 
metivity in the country. Sc he established soamething calied 
the National Council of Security, presided <caver> by himseif 
and the head<¢s> of the three services (the army, navy, and 
aix Force} snd the head of the police department 
{gendarmerie}, and the Chief G-2 -- that waa my husband. Gi 


caurse, By husband was very junior and he never cpéned hia 
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mouth. Weil, that witl be for ancther tine, his impression 
of Dr. Noassadegh. 

But IT remember waking Ghelam-Hteesein MNossadegh, the son, 7£ 
faid, "How come that my husband -- whenever there Is ..+- 
samnething happens, your father immediately changes ali the 
Mikitary chiers and he never touched my Anshand?t Does he 
know that this Celonel Pakraven is mv husband? You hetter 
ask him.” Then he told me the next day, “Mo, he didn’t know 
af he waa your husband, hut he said, “TIT will never change 
hin. tT knew him <to be> ahsolutely loyal ta the Shah. But £ 
know aiso that he has absoiute respect for the iaw of the 
country. and becaune of that, t Know he*il never start 
something agwinst me, whe ia the iegeal, Llegatimete prime 


Minister of 48 country.*” 


I think that at the time, Later on in the Late SOea -- “O32 -- 
I think taere must have been already pinans to upset. 
Neossadedh. My husband wag mot in these plans, but he was 
worried because in his 36h, naturally, ne knew rumors and 
things like that: and the Shah didn’t contide in hin. 
Because I think that the Shah ~- this ids, by the way, an 
axplsnation -- was ~ttremely anthusiastic shout my husfend. 
But after awhile, it seemed thet his views were not ... how 
shali I say .-. he wasn’t for security for security"s sake, 
but to something more -., bigger. I wountdn“t say Fiberal, 


because in Anévica the word Iiberal has « very bad meaning, 


~- dG »- 
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which it has not in French. in French, it mé@ans © tan who is 


& democrat. 


4nd anyway, my husband was terripiy worried and he insisted 
thet T ahd the chilidren -- st that fime I had only three 
ehiidren -- should ga to France, where my husband was 
eatabiianed: he Lived bere. And I rétused, but he insareted. 
Then after a white, he came to FPrria oan the invatetion of the 
French generai aetatff-. And aiso be received word that he was 
appainted assistant military attache until Auguet or July -- 
i don*t remember, you know, the Peraian ~- when the Nossadegh 


government wags... 


OM. August “35. 


A. Thats right, was upset. Very shortly atter that, my 


husband was recealied back to Iran. 


Bb. then did fhe come to Faris esa a@...7 


As He came inte Paris in May... 


G. In Hay of “Sos. 


G. Two. Tf gee, seo slit during the year preceding the.... 
ji ee 
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A. Theat was because there was a long-atending invitation 
from the French generai staff. Because my husband, being of 
high military rank, and Cthat> he wes of entirely French 
education, sc he was very well known among the army here. 
C(Actuatiy, IT heve to cemplete that somehow.) But the 
ehiet-of-statf, who was <“General> Baharmast at the time in 
Tran, refused to iet Aim go -- although he pretended to be 
Jike @ father, and this and that. And eventraliy if apnealed 
to Gholam-Hossein Mossadegh, and Tf saad, “Look here, 
everybody goes ta Eurepe at the expense of the government. 
Now fere, my husband haa been here for twenty years. He has 
a yery, very difficult gob. He’s tired; he’s demoralized. 
He“a anvited: it deean’t ccest you anything.” So Kosssdegh 


Was Very nice and he let him ga. 


Now shali I tell you ebout my fusband’s education here? 

Heii, he came to.... First, his father was diplomatic agent, 

because at the time Eqyvot was under a British protectorate aoa 
he was s kind of an ambassador for ten years in egypt, where 

my husband received his education at thé French school. Then 


he went ta lytee.... 


a. in Cairot 


Hi. In Ceiro, Sileuandria and Cairo, He went to Belgium and 


he went to high acheol in Liege. ster he finished his high 
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school, he went to the university to start service for ... to 
train for engineer. But his father was very close tf 
wouldn’t say triend, but ahali we say ... i mean, close? fo 
Reze Shah ard wanted him te go fer military studies, hecause 
Rezge Shah wag trying ta modernize the Persian army, and he 
wanted the sans of aqood families to he trained as agxvicers 
far thas army. Sa ny ARusband wert ta Poitiers which wae an 
artiiiery school, and from there he went to Fontainebleau fo 
a higher ertiliery achool (which doesn“t exist anymeres: -- if 
Was calied Ecole des Caissons d“Aptillerie. And he gredusted 
from there and went back te Tran to the cadet academy, where 
he wast commanding a -- what you cali -~ ateshbar, 

gun. He trained young officers, young cadets, for artiliery. 
So, ali the friends he had in these twa schools, they were 
pregqressing in thei1 careers and then head leff the army. But 


Stiii, my hueband bad many, many friends. 


Anyway, be came te Paris 25 Hay “SZ -- “S23, sorry, in Nay °33 
€l think I made a mnisteke} -- and it was twenty years pince 
hiss last. trip to Faris. And he ... in Auguat, there was this 
uprising ... @F which I am atill not absolutely convinced 
that it was only the job of the Cia. it’s nov the custom, 
and even the fashion, £o gay that in I933 the Shah was 
established on hia threne threaugh the Cia. Probably it wes 
because you can deny fhat. Hut there was alsa great popular 
feeling, of thet I’m efsolutely eure, aithough I waen’t 


there, but Ym saying that from... inforsation I received. 
ying 
_ 
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Anyway, after .., I think in September, my husband was 
recalled back to his 3o0b. The conditions of Ais job bad 
changed. Secause f think thet already at the time ... 
perhens thete: were some convictions, same bejiet that one has 
to be very, very, very strict about ... security and 
information. Not that my busbend wasn’t, you see -~ if dont 
want this toa be misunderstood -- Bunt in a more, how shaii J 
say, technical way, iess human. And. anyway, my husband ... fF 
don’t Know, really, because he never said anything about his 


sob except things that he couid tell anyone. 


He resigned in the spring of 1954 -- so atter a few months. 
ind he wanted even fo resign from the army. But the Shah, 
who liked him very much, asid, “IT know thet Pakravan likes te 
be abroad. I give hin, IT propose him a job either in 
Switwerlend as miistery attache or in Pakistan or India.“ Ny 
husband those India because Pakistan ... it was siify to 
return there after a few years and Switzveriand wae much toa 
expensive and fne aerey waen’t .-. the officers were net peid 
that auch. So we went to India end we liked it very much, 


both of us. 


But in Getober of {956¢, he was calited to Tehren. He was 
called to Tehran and he steyed two weeks and he came hack 
very entfhiuatsatic. My husband wes a very, very enthusiastic 


mean, He was ..-. it. deean*’t nean that he wah stupid, he wea 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Fatemeh Pakravan. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 3, 7 March 1983, Paris, France. Iranian 
Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


PANRAVAN-1 

certeainiy the moat leerned and most good nen and. very 
adnteiligeant. JI will show you, tor instance, ane at the great 
French journalista, Andre Fontaine <t*, what Ae has written 
about him in hia hook, and nany pecpie know that he was 


aomething very exceptional. 


Anywey, he cane back. He waa yery enthuaigatic. He asid, 
“Wetre returning back to Fran.” -F said, “Gh, mo, mo, ra, 
not Piease., We will stay: We still have two more years 
here.” He said, “Ivil teil you why. They have set up a new 
orgenization which is fantastic. And they*re offering me the 
head of the foreign depertment af this organization.” . 
said, “Did you...?" I didn’t know whet it was, you know. He 
seid, "“It*s an averall organization thet wiili fook after 
aecurity and anformation.” And here, in his idea, mecurity 
and information ga together ~- pau cannot have security if 
you don“t have information. And Ae said, “And besides, yeu 
know, F am a Litthiea bit cut off from everything. <Atter ali, 
i’7m an officer, and it’s so pleasent to work with Brother 


officers." He stili had some filusiona at the time. 


Anyway, we went beck. We wenf feck. And fe was 4... 
Alavi-+Kia nust have told you that whe organization was two 
Bexvices, tvo departments: the interior ... the internal and 
external. Hassen wes external, and they were completely 
aeparate fram eech other -- that means there waa ee real wali. 


Because many tines when the question arose of thia and that, 


-~ Fon 
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my husband reailiy didn’t know -- becsuse he did know in a 
general way, but he didn*t know for sure beceuse they were 
not exchanging ‘tintformation>. And #8 it waa <unclear?>, 
something that my husband knew ves important for the internal 


situation ar sunclear? far the @.%,inal aitueatian. 


And it was the time TI met <Teirmour> Bakhtiar. I found hin & 


Very Shy person. 


ad. Really? 


A. Reailyt =F remember we invited him, tor he wanted ta meet 
Sone people. F anvyited him to dinner at our house, which was 
Yexry modest, Hut tiet #2 modest as Aiea. And he was alweys 
Like thet, Eikhe a iittie boy. He gave you the impression of 
the wiid tribal chieftain, although he wes educated. Sut I 
dent think his education had changed him as @ person. You 
fnow, sometines education is very superticial. Sometimes it 
changes thoroughly a person because it gives reflection and 4 
Philosophical point of view. Aapyway, he was very ehy wath 


iedres -- althovgh from wheat we hear, he wasnt. 


And I wouldn’t know, reaily, Sow he came ta resign. I can 
eniy tell you what my husband seid ta me. Bekhtiar and sy 
Kuaband had gene to London for a meeting -- you know, they 
had aii the time these meetings of brenches of ROD ¢kKegronal 


Coonerstion & fevelopment> gent ..-. oh, to here and there and 
#»~ if) - 
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everywhere. And, while there, they went to a doctor, @ heart 
aneciafist at Harley Street, calied Or. CGaurtney Evans. 
Because it wes a time when the pressure of work atarted to 
give heart attecks to many people everywhere: you knaw, you 
eaiweys heard so-and-se hed 4 héert attack and ali thet. Soa 
they went ta heave a checkup, and the doctor made a checkin, 
and he saaid, “You know, it doean“’t mean @ thing, because the 
heart. attieck, you can heave a checkup perfectiy all right end 
You co vest my door and you drop dead.” Anyway, from what iy 
husband toid me, and I doan*t heave any reason to dishelieve 
him, at thet tame Bakhtiar started te worry about his 
possible heart attesk. Now, I dan’ft know, in view cot what 
happened Later, if it waa just a smoke acreen, or he reaily 


Was —-- perhansa ff was the twee. 


@. They both Rad thts checkup or Bakhtiar hed the checkup? 


&. Hoth of them. Yes. My husband ves very amused because 
be seid Dr. Evans examined him for a full four. Then he cane 
back to Iran and he sew # hesrt specialist wha seid exactly 
the game thing in five mimites as Evane said, “You know, T 
cannot prevent you fron having, bit what you can have is 
certain hygiene in your fife. You must etep smoking, you 
mustn’t put ¢on> weight, and you must have exercise. fr you 
do that, you’ll lessen the riah.“” Anyway, it wae my husband 


who head the feart attack iater. 


- Ji - 
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So they came back, ahd from that moment -- that aust have 
been in the early “40s -- that Bakhtiar started to say, “Oh 
welt, I am....% -- or “S939, perhaps “60, I don’t remember, I 
have a very bad head for dates. “Oh, you Know...” he 
pretended te confide to my husband, he aaid he waa very 
impressed by my husband. Many peapie were, you know. Ny 
husband wan 4 very, very easy approach and very courteous and 
very charming person, Soamehow .-.- his mother used to say, 
you know, “In Iran, virtue, resi virtwe is admired saithough 
not practiced.” And he was admired becaus everybody said he 
23 80 Wonderful, becsuse it was easter to admire then tea 
practice, you know ... honesty, sii this and that. Anyway 
-o. @nd it used to make hin laugh beceuse he had a greet 


Bense of humor. 


Eventually, Bakhtiar said, “fau Know, DT em fed unm with this 
gob. What’s the point?” You know, this kind of 
conversetion. “#Whet~s the point. You work, you work, you 
gork, and then suddenly you drop dead and aii you have dane 
is as nething. I must reaign. I must de this.” At one time 
even -- I think, i*m not sure -- he said, "I would ilitke te he 


Snbassador in some wuiet place.” 


Anyvey, my busbend wae away -- where was he, he waa in 
Turkey, I think for CENTO or ROD, something like thet -- when 
suddeniy fe wes receiled back. Bakhtiar -... Aisvi~Kia toid 


mc, Now, at the time the Chie#t <of G-2> was e@ certain 
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General Kie, who hed a very, very bed feputetion. And what 
t*m saying now to you .-- I think it was. my kuahband who tald 
me, perhaps aisan General Malek -- Hut not Nalek.... My 
husband waa recalied. FI remenber that it was 20 conplicated 
1o come hack from Turkey: he had to go te Europe ta catch « 
hishe and came, and he wae kept weiting for 48 hours hefore 
the Shah received Kim. And he said the Shah taid hin, in a 
yery business-like way, “Bakhtiar is resigning. fF wanted to 
make changes in the upper level of the army. By intention 
was to Rake you chief of G+2 instead of Kia. But now thet 
Bakhtiar has resigned, fF want yau t@ Wake aia place.” And my 
husbend, I must say, was overcame because it was 4& terrible 


responsibility. 
G. He wesan’t enxious to have thia jab? 


A. No, he wasn’t. And so he asked for a short period of 
reflection. And the Shah said, “ALT right, take time and 
Give be ...4. bot don*t be too iong in deciding.” Sa my 
husbend came hone, and that he discussed with me. He sade, 
"ev cspt TOW > Fo have &@ conviction that I can do much good in 
thia job. It aii dependé on my ... whoa is going fo work with 
ma, if FT heave a free hand.“ 4nd he was welking up and down, 
un and down, ali the tima. and I maid, “You know, the roast 
impertent thing ia thet really you aay that you can be of 


use, then ckey.” And of tourge, in the last resort he took 


the decision hirpselsr. 


- 14% « 
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So he asked for an. interview and he went and saw the Shah. 
And he said that, “Your Majesty, you shouid Know he; You 
iknaw ay ideaa, you know my education, you know my 
canvictiona., I dan*t have to define them to you, but ane af 
my convictions is that you cannot ensure security in 2 
country by fear. You can eniy ensure it by making life ..- 
not d¢asy, but give them security, ta people, and for the 
Poorest. Not the upper cines, because they alwaya manage ta 
Bettie and ta organize their life, but pecapie who have 


abeoalptety no recourse ta anywhere.” 


And the Shah said, “Nhat do you mean?“ He seid, “Heli, 
think that the economical welfare will breaden this question 
of eecurity. if people sre happy, if people are satisfied -- 
and they den’t want much, they want the means to e#arn their 
iaving, the means to educate their children, fhe means to 
iook after CReeoyeprenene end heatth -- that*s ali they 
want, bpeanle ara very modest. The Shah asaid, “All right. 
Tt*s « point GF view. I*il give you the neans to appiy your 


Bethada and weil see.” 


So, he reorgenized, first of afi, the dr ganization oF 
Security and Information. And he said that, “It wasn’t ..- 
there wes nc poeint in having on Serer, Cute internal 
depertment because the twe were se mined together; we have to 


have all information, have « pool.” Then, of course, whet Ae 
~- T~— - 
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did... he aterted to éstabidgeah o fantastic Library and 
insisted that the peonle, all the officials from the amaliest 
to the Aighest, reads. And also they had training -- 
treining in history, training in philesophy, tratning in 
security, training in ail the subjects thet could be reiated 


fo the necessity Of ensuring the security af the country. 


Of course, tater on he became a littde bit bitter in hia 
humor, and when ane of the young men <Parviz Sebeti> that he 
had educeted and was wondertiul, everybody sdmsred hin, becane 
a horribie feliow under Nasiri, so horriblée® taat F refused tao 
sit beaide him -at a dinner, I toid him, I asked ny husband, £ 
seid, “But how came? He was one of your traineés. He wasn sa 
wonderful. Everybody loved him.” He saad, “Noghteziyat-s} 


zaman,” Lf. can be translated in this way, that you act in 4 
eertain manner when the tashion ia fo act like that. When 
it-’s aut of Faeahion, weli, yav go after the new ashion. 3a 
if under Pakraven if is democracy and humanity, and <under> 


another dané@ it 15 oppreseaion and torture and things ithe 


that, @iif right you go after that, because thia its that. 


Gne of the things that my husband peed to say after he 
finiahed, efter he Jett that «SéVak>, he said, “You know, i 
think...” He wea never boseting, F miet say that, because 
everything I’ 1 font grom fim, I don’t want it to give you 
the inpression that he was hoasting. It waa just « fact that 


he recognized. He seid, “You Anow, I think that in three 
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thousard ... in all the Kastory of Agia, I am practicealiy the 
ahniy £901 that never practiced terture.” And he used to 
laugh and say, “My prisons are like four-star hotels.” And 
it was oonfirned because IF remenber Aiiahyar Saiesh was sick 
and he vas taken to the hospital. Weil, he waa ... he vame 
from prison to the hogpitali, and he used ta say, "EF don't 
want to se@ anybody except my deer General Pakravan.” You 


know, he was. respected and ail that. 


Anyway he started, For instance, the @conomic things that he 
wanted to ... that ke atarted. Une wea to make the 
Getandard of Banader, that was the goevernorahip of 

the Pereian Guilt ports and harbors, which were ..- you 
eoutdn“t cail them norte and herhors because they were just 
fishing, smeii fishing <villages> except for 4a few. And he 
said thet, “We cannet have them dependent from another 
governorship, because they“re not interesting. They“re poor. 
They produce nothing. They“re practicelly, not savages, but 
Tt nean very primitive ceorie. They have smati tribel 
organizations which fight each other ali the time.” He did 
that because, a6 a chief, he was at one time ¢(thigs fF muatn’t 
forget), he was aft oné time political officer and aiac civil 
gaveunar in Boushehbr. At the tine the British were in 
Bovehehr, they had their political agent there. At the time 


tt was Geoffrey Pryor. 


And wy husband wea horrigied to see in what conditions people 
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fived. Thet was when he wan very, very young. That was, Let 
ne gee, T was expecting ...- in 1945. So he had seen that 

vom ciose. He saw the fighting and the kitling between 


these tribes. 


T?m aorry to go back eii the time. 


@. No, nea, it*a fine. No probien. 


f Then, he aiso establiahed .. in the early “80s there was 
@ terrihie earthduake around Gazvin. And we had 4 friend who 
woo hait-aAmerican -- her mother waa American and her father 

: was tranian +- Mehri Gharagoziou,.Se we hed this friend, 
halt-Smenican, haif-Tranian, Nehri Gharagoziou, who had been, 
befcre the agrarian reform, one of the ipportant landowners 
in Hamadan. She had married 4 Bakhtiari chiettein. She knew 
practiceily ail the languages of the tribes. She wae an 
extreacrdinary women. And when this eGarthqueke happened, 
because she wee interested in ft, she saved the day for many, 
many peasantea because she waa the anly one who, 45 4n 
agricuituraliat, knew that the most important thing was not 
to give them kettles and pots and pens, but if waa avtum, 
waa to olow the land and to sew to ensure the next harvest -- 


otherwige, they would dite of hunger. 


And because ahe did that in euch an inteiligent way, my 
husband paid, “Mehri, I“m going te antruat to you the 
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waii-being of ali the tripea.” But he didn’t want her to be 
attached to his organization, ac she was attached to Ine 
Ministry of Housing, the head of which was Dr. Nahavandi, wha 
liked and admired my husband very much, so he accented that. 
And aiso they aterted building very nice houses with bazaars 
and mogques in the south of Tehran, which was horrible. 
Feople were living in hovela, in tunciear>, where they hed 
teken, you Know ... they had «unciear> the jand and ali that. 


ti was very bad. 


And go it went unfifi the Khomeini business started. It 
Started in a very insidicus way, by preeckings in the 
nosques. And phetograchs af this man -- he was in Tehran -* 
pheteagraphs of thia man everywhere. I remember asking «6 
dittle ... a family who had not exactly an antique shop, 2 
junk shop -- people used ta go there and find semething. ff 
seid, “Why do you put this, put ali these picturesat” He 
eeid, “He*s someone to imitate” -~- Marja‘e. Taghticd 

ta religious leader to foltow?r. And I’d naver heard that 
before. f= said, "You don’t need to imitete someone. If you 
live in your religion, if you practice a good life, you don’t 


need to imitate hin.” Theat was the feeling, you know. 


and women were tooked at hecaiuse they were not wearing fhe 
vell. And unfortunately, what started alice, F think, 2 
fittia Git Tater, wae the mini-skirt for jiadies, and irenian 


women for that were reaiiy scattered-breined: any fashion 
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that .ccama -- one day it was akirta sweeping tne floor, the 


next day it was really practically naked. 


anyway, ty husband saw these religious preachers, Falaafi, 
Shari’atmaderi, and whoever. JT remember at one tine they 
werd to come every day. There was this enormous attendance 
in our house. My husband taiked to them, and he said, 
"“Oigease, if you have enything, why don’t you goa to the proper 
suthorities? Why meke peonite ... I mean, madden people and 
try te subvert them and to pred and ali thatt What are you 
going to gain by that? I have the avthority to stop you, but 
don”“t let me use the means that are at my diapesal., Please, 
yenenber, you are Tranians, this is your countey. Please 
think eabeut the ,rearlta of your present action, which iz 
absolutely thoughtiess. What do you think you will achiever 


VWhat do yauv think you wilt obteaint” 


Of course the thing that meade religious peopie mad, sterting 
with Khomeini and the rest wh, because they thought they 
wiii gain something ... Was this agrarien reform. Here —. 
egeaun have to say something which is not directiy related ta 
things. Arsanjeni did « Tot af wrong te the country, because 
be was the one, not much later atter Mossadegh, he was the 
one who really put. the seed of clase hatred in Iran, when he 
aeid, “biloodthiraty landowner”. <And that friend of mine, 
Mehri Gherasozlou, when she rang me up, she said, “This is 


melek-2 khounxhear speaking’ (*Thia if the 
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bloodthirsty landowner apesking™). 


And he «ee they also were not very clear about this agrarian 
reform. They started by saying it will be oniy the big 
landowners, the big absent Jandowners. Okay? So the rest, I 
mean the average and the smalit and the middie and sail that, 
the <unciear>, they said, “Heli, never mind, he*a not-..-" 
Then after a fev months, it was the middie ones. 3c it went 
by steps te the point of «a man who had two acres of land was 
practicaiiy sure to be Kicked out of hia land. And sa, 
seeing he was not escalating <?>, but going down, down, down, 


down, reaching the ereliest lLandiord.... 


The muiilahsa and the religious people were afraid for what 
they celled religious endowments. Because ali the 
Banctuaraes end ahrines were extremely rich -~ nost of them. 
For instance in Emam Reza, Shah Abdol-Azin, Shah Oheragh -~< 
eil the shrines, they were extremely rfich because mecpie 
donated land, money, jewela, precicusa antiques, rugs. They 
would donate anything. And actually whe took advantage of 
ali these donations, if waa tha mullah. They hed .-. in some 
cases when it waa too ocbvicua, tike Mushhead, they ned 
hospiteaia, they had orphanages, they had ali kinds of 
charitable activities, but stili the greatest part of all 
theme bheneritea went to thestaalvea, Neturaily, they arent 
Siso.... But IF think even they didn’t spend for the upkeep of 


the ahrines. IT think tt was the government in hia -- whet 
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was that?-- the endawment orgenizgation, Oghat, who did that. 


So, iittie by littie we reached the summer of ... tune 1967" 


“oa? 
‘dn “BS. 
4. 62 —-- I’m aiways mixing ur the dates —-- when it was the 


“<nonth of> Moharram and they had these processions, religious 
preceasasions. This saterted, reatliy invited people .o rise. 

Tt was ® proper, not revolution, but the beginning of it. 

And what they did itn order ... béceuse the army Waa alerted, 
was mut in the atreet, was ta put small chiidren in front of 
the procesaion ao nohody cauld do anything. And under the, 
pretense of reiigions processions, they went and reeaily broke 
everything in sight -~ even the telephane booths, fhe 


benches, the ahors. Everything, anything, anything. 


Naturaiity the government haz to react. And ny huaband did 
something which wea certeainiy wreng from 4 Persian point of 
view, because sometimes ... he forget that he had to deal 
with orientais -- ortenteis not in the sense of Americe, Yar 
Caagtern> oriental, no extreme orientel, I niean tapanese, Hut 
recole from the East, the Féasternersa let"s say -- whose mind 
does not evolve in the seme way. F don’t say it’s wrong, Ff 
meen that pou have to tel their owh language. Why Khomeins 


asuccesded thie time -- fecause he speahe the language of the 
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peopie ~- ami why the other gentlemen don"t succeed hecause 


they epeak in a teo complicated way, too literal, litérete. 


So he went, he always had thia sense,... Now when it say he 
made a misteke, in my ominion, because even intellectuals, 
even educated peopie didn*t understand what he meant te do. 
He apoke on the redic, sid exactly what he said is written in 


aot 


my mind. He said, “J came.... Because there was after that 
the ermy took over and there was of course, I think, Blenty 
of reprisaia. He said, “Everything is ny fauit.” ‘Although 
he had ... he didn’t order ..,. do anything ..- fhe army Loox 
aver and dil thet..} “Secsuse for months and months I anoke. 
Host of my ectivity censisted in speaking with the religious 
heads of this country im order to convince fem te obftein 
Whetever thay wanted, or what there was they criticized, 
through teike, through consultation, to remember that they 
Were Tranieans, not to put the country in danger. That was my 
nhiatake yee I’m sorry that I didn“t know what kind of people 
they were. That. I was sincere and they were not.” And of 
course everybody said, “Poor Pakravan, he made 6 mistake so 
he came and...“ IFtwaan’t that at ali. What he seid, he 
gaeid, “They were mot worth my tine ~~ my losing time to try 


to persuede them not to act that way.” Anyway, here Toe os 


@. Weli, why did be do this? Why did he meke this radio 
troadcast, Fi’sa unvaual for the head of a security egency 
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A. TF Know it’s unuaveal. Because he was ... Ke Was .., his 
opinion was that Yarst of all, aa often az possiblie .. yon 
eould .-. you muat teil the truth toe the population of a 
country because you must. have some respect for them, for then 
ae aduita, not sa stupad idiots whe don’t underatand anything 
asain eer the ¢€?7>. Then he wanted to shaw to the people, te 
the popuiation whe had followed these peepie, that these 
religious, these muliehs were not sincere. Thet whetever 
they had promised to him -- because they had made promises: 
"Yeo, Ganeral; you ere abselutely raght. Well do exactiy, 
oe ganee You, we respect you...." Hea wanted to shaw them, 
so that they wouldn“t follew. «He wanted ta tell the people, 
“You were duped by these people, they didn’t tell you the 
truth, they didn’t mind you being killed. They put your 
Chiidren in trent of their precessions. if the army had net 
received orders not to shoot, your amaiil children aged fram 
seven és cues: would have been killed.” That was what he 
meant: hat you have been duped by these people. “Ff they 
adidn’t want ..4 if enw refused £0 accept what I totd then, 
what J esked therm to de, they shouid ese Said no. They 


Bhevld have stood. theix ground.” 


Another thing my huebend hated was lack of courage. One day 
I remember there were some close people, some people clase to 
the Sheh, who wented slac to mix him in some hanky-panky. 


And when. they sew if waa not so good, they hagged «a friend, a 
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canman friend, to meat Hassan, my husband, and te discuss the 
thing. And they started, "You know, Teansar <General>, we 
didnt realiy want te do that, we didn’t want to neke a 
revelutien.” and ny husband tooked ef them. He said, “You 
Know, You mausedte me,” They were very surprised because 
they were important pecpie. I was there. He said, “You 
know, you nauseate mea because you vant toa subvert this 
country. But the nement you see that your safety might be in 
danger, you Grawl.” He said. “You eee ee the courage.” 
He said, “At Least have the courage of your apinions and your 
actions. Be @ man.” He wea disgusted by people wha, you 


know, would like to do something and then when they eaw thet 


you atced your ground, they cravi. 


Anyway, that was that. Now here itm not very elear exactiy 
on the ... because I was. working, you know. IF was vorking at 
the time myseif. I always worked in Iran. So, =f wasn’t ... 
how shaii © say? -... F didn’t have the same interest. I was 
interested, FT wont sey that, but I wasn*t exactiy 
political-minded, because like many royaliatea -- you now, 
peopie whe think mot marticuiariy this Shah oar anether Shah, 
but the idee of reyaity in # country, the regime of royaity 
in a country -~- prevents you from being from left or ragh ar 
middie or anything. You juet want the regime to be there. 

Oz ccoures you want £¢ improve it. You want to see it --- you 
want to se@ it improved on. You don’t want things fo satay 


exeactiy as they are. But you are net politicalsminded aa in 
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Europe or Atericae. 


Anyway, ao tf wiilk sum up. You have te recoup with somebody 
else. Khomeini was atreeted. He was arrested in hia house 
and taken.... Na, mo, no. He was arrested end taken inte a4 
villa, because the organisation <SAVAK> had aeveral villas 

when they received foreign queats like CENTO, or conferences 


and things like that. 


And anether thing which if interesting is during the time of 
mY husband, nobody ever said “SAVAKR", except inside, you 
know, the people who worked there, { guess for shortness, 
Said “SaVaky’. QGutside it was aiways “Organization of 
Security and Information”. if never heard the word SAVAR. . I 
remember making fun of them. I seid, "“Tt“e ridicuious. 

SAVAH sounds Like an Armenian first mane.“ And F think there 
a@re Armenians called Savahk. FY ssad, “Why? I don*t Like 


“itr.” 


Anyway, he was put in this vilia, and tf went beck tea 
‘Tehrane-.--- Wo, in the summer of “78 my husband toid te a faw 
things, and also « servant we hed. Because the organization 
had a club, very nice ciub, where we used to give receptions 
or gonferences, and ail that. aAnd IT had with me an orderly f 
had teken wich me to India so thst he would speak Persian te 
the children, and then I had treined him as a butler, as «4 


eack -- he was a very good butler. So when they started this 
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club, they didn’t have trained personnel, so he went there. 
And be toeid me in the summer of *78 that Kheheini was in this 


vVilia and he wésa tekken up ta him. 


He said, “But you were told to pretend net ta know that. the 
was Khomeini.” Sa J asked him how it waa. He said, “Well, 
he was very courtecus, very nite. Every morning when I came, 
IT would greet him, and he would greet me very nicely, and 
would say, “What’s new in the town?" And he said, “Une day 
there fad been some upset in the city, so f told hin there 
WIS SOME wpseh yesterday. He seid, “Why?’" He «the butier> 
said, “Because Aysteliilah Khomeini Ahead distributed sone 
tracts.“ And he ¢Khomeini> said in a very nice way, “Gan 
You give me a copy of this ftrect?t” I <butter> seid, “Yes 
sar." He <butiear> rushed and Brought it- He ¢«Khomeini>* 
yeally shook hia head and he seid, “I naver wrote thetf” f 
seid, “Oh, you area the Ayatoliah?" He asid, “Yea, my chiid. 
Io am the Ayatoliah.“ That is whet this ex-servant of mine 


toid me. 


Hy husband teid me, he said, “You know, TF kad junch every 
week with Ayatelieah.” I said, “Yes, F knew that but you 
mever told me wheat was the atmosphere of these meetings.” He 
seid, “Very good, very cordiel. Yery triendiy.” He said, 
“ivetoliah uged to aay, you Know in this very fiowery eastern 
Vay, YOu Know, *‘Tesamear <Genersl>, I ceumt the days until we 


reech aux lunch deay.°" <I said, “How was het’ He anid, “He 
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waa very handsote.” and I’m sure he’s not as old as they 
eay. I°1li tell you why. He’s very handsome. He has 
extraordinary presence, a power of seduction." He said, “You 
knew, he had a great cheriama.-"” You know, it*s eae word that 
is used very often now -- charismatic, Gharisma and ail that 
-- but actually in the Christian reiigion it”s applied oniy 
to the whole apirit, because chariate neana presenta and aisaca 


giftea. Okay. 


I said, “What was the object of your conversation? What did 
vou teaik sbout?” He seid, “Well, about religion, ebout. 
phite@stphy, about history.’* I said, “Is he a very learned 
man?” He asid, “#eli, his religian, I cannot say because f’n 
not we veligious person. I suppose he is because he 18 4 
aheciaizgeat.’ “But,” be seid, “hia ignorance in histery and 
philosophy is something unbelievabie.” You Know, the man ho 
Beid Americea hes oppressed Iran for the [ast twenty-five 
thousand centuries. Ha said, “Has very, very, very 
ignorant.” I asid, “But what... struck you in hin, what did 
you find wee the most striking espect of his temperanent or 
bis character?” He asid, “His embitation.” I said, “Ambitiant 
@hat da you mean ambition? What kind of ambitian, polifticel, 
religioust” He seid, "EF couldn’t find out bécause he*s very 
auecinaipanit But he said, “You know, iff made my hair stend on 


my head. Tt was frightening.” 


QQ. This was in ides? 
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4. Yes. He aasid, “Itwaa frightening.” And after that, 
weil, I know that Khomeini was sent ..,. becaise jou know that 


jn the beginning.... 


@. He told you this ... when? 


A. In “78. In “78 he atarted to tell me several thinga 
which he never ssid about Ais job. And you Know. that one of 
the things in the light of this adverse propaganda wae that 
Khomeini had been relled inte «a carpet, thrown into | sack, 4 
beg, and taken to prison. It“a not true. Ay husband was.... 
Tt wae ... in “78 it was a time when you couid not deny or 
try to ... sSinply be murdered at ali these ijes, because 
everybody believed them. Everybody beiteved every Lie, even 


‘the burming of the Cinemas Rex. 


Bout at that time, I hed 3d, "So, darling, he wasn’t rolled 
inte 4a carpet and teken?” He seid, “Nonsense. We asked the 
Turks to be kind enough te accept hin.“ And he said, “We 
gave him the red-carpet treatment. Then from there he wrote 
& wery, very respectful Letter to the Shah” -- this if & 
well-known Sect -- ‘ailow mea to go to Najat, i want to 


etudy,7". and sali that. 


Now here is something Ive learned recently from someone i 


can trust sbacivutely. He said, “You know that...-" Well, 
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everybody knowa thet my bustbend saved ... Khomeini was 


condenned to death. You know thatT 
O@. <f had heard, I didn’t Know this apecificaliy. 


A. ALi right. He waa condenned to deéth and my huaband was 
very, very upset by that. He said he knew thet after all, 
the popuiation o¢ the country ia net its elite, its the real 
people, These are not very literate. They are not very ... 
they are sinple. They are fuiil cf superstition. And even 
though mast of the [ranisans have no respect for the nuiliahs, 
they still have for what they represent. So he tried to 
convince the Shah: “Blease commute thia.” The Shah aasd,. 
“No, no, no.” And my husband insisted. The Sheh said, "ALL 
right. But how?” After allt, contrary to what peatie think, 
the Sheh waan’t @ deapot, he said, "Arter sli, ne was 


candenned by « tribunal. fF cannot ga over the tribunal. 


Find a way, a tegel way.” 


By husbend waa on very good terma with Shari’atmaderi., So he 
went to see Shari“atmadari and said, “Pleass, do something.” 
And Shari’atmaderi asadid, “You knew the only way if to make 
nie Ayatollah.” Sco, they made a religtove decree, which ia 


asiled Fatya, te makes him Avateilah -- which he 





wasn’t. And this was taken by my husband and Seyyed-Jalal 
Téhrani to the Shah. And Seyyed-Jeial Tehrani said 


afterwards, "It. was the oeniy time I Kissed the Shah’e hand, 
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ac much [| begged him," 


and the Shah said, “All right. And then what are yaur pians 
for hin? You*re not going to iet him continve whet he wants 
to. dot“ Sy husband seid, “No, he should be sent ta a 
far-away village, ameall village, wheré we can control hia 
movementa and contreil the people who go to aé@e him, and afters 
4 while Be*li be forgotten.” He gave the example of another 
Ayatollah ... Gomi or samething like that, who at one tine 
wanted to make trouble and was exiled inside the country. 


This 28 very important. 


And Amar-Asadclieh Alam waa prime ninister. He asid, “No, 
let’sa send him away." and somehow he convinced the Shah. 

dnd my huaband said te the Shah, he said, “You know, you're 
Giving hin the means. You give him an international 
platform.” The Shah asid, “No, no. I think he promises that. 
he will keep quiet.” And of course, rumor is that 
(Sheikh-Sedegh?> Khaikhali was sent as a multah, because there 
were many mulieahs in the pay of fhe organization “SAVAK>, 
apparentiy, that he was sent there teo, but JI dont believe 


it. Anyway, ao Khomeini wes sent there. 


= asked my husband that summer of *76 how ha cane to hnow 
Khomeini, Because im that summer of “72 +.-+ my Avosband af 
the time was working in the ... head as position in the 


Ministry of Court. He came one dey very thoughtful and «a bit 


=~ Sc = 
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sarcastic. I saatd, “Wheat’s the wnatter? He anid, “You knaw, 
i head a visitor today.” (That wes in *?8.} “And who waa 
het" He said, “A friend G6¢ Khomeini, who came to see me to 
geay, “Please, Téemsear, go to Paris. Talk to Ayatolish Ozma. 
You are the only one that he would liaten to.7” Hy husthend 
paid, “Youtre mistaken. He wili Listen to nobody.” “Then 
jet me go." Secausae at the time, I don’t know, tGenerel 
Gholam-Regs> Azhari said nobody should ge. “Let ..@ -.. get 
me permigaion to ge and get me 4 measage from Hia Najeaty for 


Ayatollah.” 


Hy husband said, “I cannot. do that.” Because it was the time 
when they had put horrible ... put a montage of the Gueen in 
the moat insulting, in the most obacene way. He said, “You 
are a Mesiem. You know that the wife of the Mesiem is aacred 
for hin. Nobedy hes the right to say anything. Ba you think. 
the Shah, after hia wife, the mother of haa chiidren, hes 
been publicly ineaulted, and been inauited night and day, will 
give a message of friendship to Aéyatelilaht Youre greatiy 
piateaken. Syt Iocan grant you permission toa go.” So he 
went, naturaliy. He wasn’t received there. From what I hear 


he was gxecuted. That was haj-Roghani . 


And my husbend seid, “ft*a through hin that I met Khomeini.” 
He asid, “At the time he started, in the 2zariy ‘60a, before 
June “63 ... at the fine he started, you know, in s0me very 


inaidicua way te subvert people, I was very mad, Io waa very 


“3h = 
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annoyed because they had Sig projects, you knew. They vanted 
te really execute these big projects instead of having fs 
deal with a few mad mullahs." #nd so Haj~Roghani came and 
seid, “Teamsar, I think....” Because thia man, Ha3z~-Roegheani, 
Wa & Very peacertul man. de was terribly upset by fighting 
and, you know, unpleasantness. He wee always trying to bring 
peopiae together so that they wili exmiain, taik toe each 
ather, and sli that. So he came to ay husband ~- that was 
1n 760, end of “60 -- “Let me take you to Ayatoliah, ta Eman, 
to Mr. Khomeini.” cf doan*t want to use that names "“He*s 
very good, hes very intelligent, you’li like him.” And thia 
Ha j-Roghani was 2 merchsnt, & bazaar merchant of Qom. Later 


he cane inte Tehran. 


So my husband said, “Okay." He went aii the way fa don, 
which is 156 kilometers, I think -- iZ0. He eeid, “We went 
there. He came. He @xplained his position. I expisined 


Rine,. And there was no...-” 


2. Common ground... 


&. “,..point af teeting. He steod on his posadticn and f 
stood on my position because whet he was saying was 
ridiculous. They had all their propagands on the fact that 
the religious mevement will be taken bech by the government. 
‘and of course, with thet, they seid that the government 


doesn’t want to please the pessarnte who cultivated this land, 


= os 1 
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but wanted ta grab everything for himsel+ ... for themselves. 
And @&iao that the women will be turned dnto solidiera. The 
giyvia will be turned into soldiers, and naturaily all 
moraiity af the ... cisssic morality of the Persian giri 
would disappear, and it would become a country of completely 
immoral peopie.” Unfortunately they did that in the end. 


Not the wey he said, but they had these unita. 


So ..- the page waa turned and lite went an. Everything wes 
csined dawn again. Don’t forget that we had these days, 
these upbheavala and uprisings, 413 the tine. Ny sister gave 
me lTatters -~- my sister ia harried to an American -~- ietters 
T wrote her in the “468, and we alwaya had uprisings sand 
kailiings and martial iaw. It’s a very, very violént country, 


contrery toa whet people sey. 


In 19685, if you reénember, January of “65, my husband wae away 


in Kurdestan. 


@. Fm sorry, there a few ntinutesa left on thia tepe and Id 


Like to came back tea a point. Then when did he teave SAVAK? 


A. if was coming to thet. 


G. Sorry. 


A. My husband was on a mission to Rurdestan. There was 


~~ Bo = 
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gome, I don’t hnow.... 


@. “G5 


A. “65, January “65. Some unreat. J personally was with 
Mr. Pahibod, the minister of fine arte. 4nd we had 4 meeting 
a. £07 some reamon ... F don’t know, and he never appeésred. 
And we asked the head af his atarr®r, “Where is His 
Excellency?’ He received «a secret telephone cail, he became 
oate and said, “Wali, His Excellency wiil not. be able to 
come.” snd that was ... the Ministry of Fine Arts is behind, 
Tomean it’s quite close on the Haglesa, on the Parliament. 


Square in Te -ren. 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Fatemeh Pakravan. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 3, 7 March 1983, Paris, France. 
Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 





HARVARD UNIVERSITY 


Cester Fox Moor Eastern Stepies 
[Raman Cirac History Project 


Dinecton: Haze Lapyevarni 
Paocessins Subewvisor: “1a Sepce: 


‘Transcareen: LAURA SERAFIN 


Nasaator: F. PARRAVAN 

Date of inrerview: MARCH 3, 1983 
Pract or Intexvizw: PARIS, FRANCE 
INTERVIEWER: HABIE LADJEVARDI 
Tare No.: Zz 


Resraerions: NG QUOTATFOH WITHOUT THE PERMISSION OF THE NARRATOR 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Fatemeh Pakravan. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 3, 7 March 1983, Paris, France. 
Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


c-1e oT ee Seo Se eae 


Penge on Bee =. = oor. - -—— 


ee ee ee Pe arta Ree Bs nia 2 yay a es em Lm ee Sr ee ae ee 
TeTS or = 
ee ee ee ee ee ee ee nT a ee ee ee ee ee 
aa | Ferre Cars) wt fear ant opal ete lier | it 
t se ar Fi - fi Ce 
Poa an Rito Ma oad Lek uk 
Aor ors rn 
eta de ha a5 ate tae 
. oo pn - a ae +e 
Se | ‘ PR a atk _ 
eer rans pe peor! | Fu 2 an ee gate a _ 
ole. eee 
we Teo eek 
- Hh 
afc iP 
oe mle re See 
a ——_ -— = ™ 
1 i oar BE 
ts te aa bp HN ts eaten 
ee rere a =P Fe 
ra “ 
a a Rabel ae paar ae ea 
oe "no fee 
ma by we on 
ee oo 
a au are — = ee 
+ ® i - 7 ‘ 
i i eae wee es ee 
nr ee aaa 
De ee 
Ha a at a MM gc i eid Cs <A one td 7 cS eh? gS “ea ly inh ieee a ee ere ah ek ee eR et ce eh eek a cae om let oligo “Sse eh ee one opie im ce =oe=8 
-_ 
a a SRC ee ER ee yn a ee? aN Oe Oe Se ee 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Fatemeh Pakravan. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 3, 7 March 1983, Paris, France. 
Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


PAKRAVAN-2 


HARVARD UNIVERSITY 
CENTER FOR HIDDLE EASTERN STUOTES. 


TRANIAN GRAL HISTORY PROJECT 


Narrator: Mra. F. Pakrevan 
Pete: March 3, 1983 

Place: Paris, France 
interviewer: Habib Ladjevards: 


Tape Na: 2 


Well, + came Aone ant then when I reached ... my office if 
tee workiog at the National Tovrist Orqsanizetion, I was the 
head of research snd planning for tovuriem), my husband 
teleshoened to me -- no, no, BY huehand didnt telephone me. 
Everybody, the whole office was..-- F said, “#hat<s 
happened?” “They“ve kalied Mansour, Haasan-Ali Mansour.” He 
Was coming from the Faritament and somebody killed him, sit 
you know.... Ten builetes, TI think itt was. ff waa horrified, 
“ty god, werre geing te have a revolution. My husbend ta mot 
here.” IF xuehed to my Rouse. I sehed the driver te go and 
fetch the chiidren and “liet*s go inte our hovee and he safe 
there.” Eventuaily nething happened. My husband arrived by 
pPlene. And he became Rinister of information. Not 


immediately. Hoveida became srime minister. 
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4nd we went to the hospitai. 4s you know, Hensour wasn“t 
kKilied, he was ..- they tried to keep him ... for seven days. 
Cf course, even if he had been cured, fhe weuld have beer like 
a vegetahle. They brought Profeasor Sikal <?>. Profesacr 
Sikai, whom I met here when my huaband was enbassndor, was 
~ws he Became a kind ef triend. He never, never, never, 
never said what exactly heppened, what was has diagnosia. 

And Nedan Hasee: Ali Mansour, Ferideh, when she saw ny 
Rusband, she went tnto his ars and she cried and she saad -- 
I don’t know what she said.... Rut when Nasiri cane, who was 
head of the police, she said, "I don’t want to see this man. 
Ti’s alli his fault." She might have scecused my husband not 
to have been ... because it wasn aiso part of hig jyoh to know 


the situesticn. 


anyway, Mansour died, Hoveida became prime minister, and my 

husband became minister af information. And of course, very 
wide the rumor wad that he wiil be ... he wili have the twe 

jobs. IFoseid, “It’a ridijcuicus. You cannot be minister of 

information and alec heed of the Organization of Security. 


ft doean“t go together.” 
go. So, for 4 while fhe hed both jobsa7 
A. Ke, no, not at #il. The rumor, the public rumor, had it. 


Beceuse you know, they sdmired my husband, even the public. 


You Knew, when he became head of the so-called SAVAK, they 
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said, “Enam Hossein Re“ia-@ SAVAK ahod’ (tfmem Hossein has 
become chier of SAVAK}. He was greatly admired. and he 
always used to sey, “Ne, no, mo. ff peopie knew me, they 


would never admire me" —-- beacause he had this sense af humor. 


QO. Why did he leave SaVaktT What happened? 


A. Whet happened? F can anly tell you this. in my opinion. 
the Shah thought, the Shah didn’t,.., What Hoveids taid me, 
T’tl teil you exsectly wheat Hoveida said. i knew Heveida 
since wea wera all young, and he used fo aay “than” to me in 
French -- we aiways spoke French together. And he aaid, “Do 
you know, I made Hassen minister of informatian.” I sasd, 
“Really?” He said, “Yes. When the Shah calied me for 
consuitationsa end asked mé whom F will choose for ny 
minigtry, my goverment,” he aaid, “we were discussing the 
Nanes and ali that, and auddertly I setd ... the shah saxvd, 
“Snd the mihister o¢ information?" He easid, “Hithout 
thinking, IE said, “Pakravan’.” I anid, “What happened?” He 
eeid, “Welt, the Shah was ea bit thoughtful. He said, 
“Pakraven? Well, I don’t want ... I want Him te decide 
himself. You plesse ask him.“ And Hoveida seid, “IF asked 
HKeascan. Haasan aeid, “Sh, thank God! I"m fintehed with this 


security. 7" Bet © cannet teli you if ats absolutely true. 


@. Sut your huabend didn’t say anything to you at the time 


whew he. .- 
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4. No, neo. He said that Hoveida asked him te beceme the 
minister of information and Hassan, my husband, waa giad in «a 
way. Secause he thought that perhaps through radio, 
television -- because at the tine everything was in the 
Hiniatry of Information -- through tailing the truth to the 
peopie, threugh organizing reatiy the intormati nin & proper 


way, Rhe“il somehow aducate public opinion in iren. 


t remember one of the firat things hé saked me. He said, 
“Find me everything you can in French literature about 
calumny end siandér. <I want this te be repeated avery dey. 
And the mottd is: salander, siatider people. Even if it’s 
proved net true, something remaina.”" You know, you teil 
sarmrething ‘bad about 4 peraon, even if it’s proven it’s net 


trua, if remaina. 


And then he had these tatsir-e sieai, these 





cozmentary on the newa, foreign and.... Hossein 
Loghman-Adham, who was the chief of protocol at the Court, he 
seid, “You know, it’s funny. At 2:30, no metter whoa ie 
thera, who _ finieahed ar not his lunch at the Court, 


everybody rushes to Listen to that.” 


ad. Sa there was no falling cut with the Shab or 


disagreenent.7 
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A. No, Go, no. Absolutely not. You know, my daughter, ny 
eldast daughter, saw the Shah a week before he died, and ny 
Bister aew him in hosnitel in Anerica, when he had already 
left the couhtry. And my sister ia very direct, she said, 
“Your Majesty, why didnt you teske my brother-in-law with 
yout" He didn*t take anybody, snd my husband wouldnt go -- 
Feit teli you thet. ‘This is persenal, but never nind.J And 
she ssid, “Did you have some grudge againat hin because he 
didn“t iet the Iranian juatice execute Khomeinit’ And she 
seid he became pele, he said, “How can you say such a thing 
iike this? I liked and admired thime,” And the Gueen was 
there, and she said, “You Knaw, of ati the things that 


happened toe usa since we teft Iran,“ ¢hecause they knew he was 
killed and ail that) “the thing that nearly drove us mad was 
the execution of Generai Pakravan. This ia fhe thing that 


reaiiy finished us.” 


4nd then again when my daughter saw him, a week, Just a week 
before he died in Cairo, end siao heard the testimony of 
Henzi Bonnier <¢<7> -- Ae’s the head of, the literary director 
of, Alban Micheli <¢T>, the publishing house that published the 
Sheh“a mnemoir7; and he used toa fellow hin everywhere. Ae went 
“3 Mexico, fo Panama, to San Antonio in Texas, te Cairo, 
wherever the Shah was, because they were trying ta bring 84 


fest ag popatdbie ail the pager to atert the book. and he 


awore that the Shah wrote it hinsels. 
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And he said, “You know, we were diacussing, we were talking, 
naturally there was very much he wasn aAiways going back to, 
And I asked hin from what he saw ... hea asid, “I saked him: 
*Your Majesty, you mean to asy that emong all these people 
«2. yYou*ve been reigning since iddi, I think, there was 
nobody, na friend of yours? Nobody that you couid trust, 
naboedy thet you could iisaten to?* And he said ... he became 
very thoughtful and said, ‘Yes, there was a wonderful Person. 
A nan who told me always the truth. aA man who waa devoted te 
he. 8 tan who was never lowly and crawling. But I didn’t 


understand it at the time: And that was Perkravan.,.’” 


I was very touched by this testament, and the fact that he 
admitted that he didn*t understand. Aithough the last ... 
but that wilt be another session. In the Last fer months 
before he left Iran, he wae pleading to my huaband like that, 
and I asked my husband, IJ seid, “But why?” He said, “You 
know, I reassured hin, my presence.” He said, “Perhaps 
because we sterted to work together as young men. Ferhapsa he 
yenembersa a few things. Anyway, when I came there, he 
moraliy clings toa me as if I were # boy or something like 
that, you knov, that gives him some teeling of security.” It 


Wes very pathetic. 
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Tene Nor a 


GG. itis. Pakreven, now that we have more £ime for this 
seepesion, I wanted ta ask you to give a iittia pit of 
backgreaund about yourself and your awn fanhily, and then ahout 
your own educetion -- Row it cane fhat you heg#en working at 


the Naimiyel Hoeanital. 


A. Well, my fether and my nother met in Titiis in the middie 
of the revalution, and my tather married my mother and 
brought her back te Tran. Jnfortunately, after awhile they 
didn’t. agree together, @#nd in i348 my tather convinced ny 
mother ta let ua go, my sister gnd nyselt, to Peris wath him 
where hye had Bettiled, because he Wwented to give ... he 
believed very much in the French edtcation and he Loved 


Sreance very, Yery much. 
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QQ. They were both Iranian? 
A. Ne. Hy mother was haif Polish and hait Rusaiar.. 


So we resched Paris after a very iong journey because we 
stopped everywhere. We reached Paris in January af 192959 and 
We Were mut inf a convent. to be educated ere at cunciear?. 
After I finished, my father wanted me .-- it was, yOu Know, 
that in iS? Keze Shah abolished. the chador, the 

eee, for wonen. He wanted them to really participate in 
fife, and he alsa nore or less obliged them tao wear a hat -- 
Sthearting with his own femiiy, the fueen Mother -- I mean the 
Gueen -- and his daughters, and the wives af ali the 
ministers, members of government, and high officials of his 
administration. Sa my father, who was very much against ait 
that -- aithough he wasn’t = fangtical Moslem, but sonehow 
there were things that he wee attached to -~ so he said, “You 
wili study ta be a midwite, because I7m aure that despite of 
ail the reguiation, ITranian women wiil net agree fo go to a 


mule doctor to have their babies." 


Ses YT went fo this achool, which I didn’t like at ali, and 
when I went back to Tran, F didnt know Persian vary well. 
that-s why many people think I’m French, Bucsuse my natural 
Language ia French -- naturaily, beceuse EF was quite « small 
chiid when I came here, and finished my studies, when I ieft 


France. And my father didnot want me to go to Fran. He 
a 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Fatemeh Pakravan. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 3, 7 March 1983, Paris, France. Iranian 
Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


PARRAYAN=3 

seid, “You know, you*ra campleteiy braught up ithe a Franch 
gari. You will not be happy there. You dan*t know Tranians 
very weli.” I said, “No, I want to go “ He said, “Ukay; yan. 
go. But you know, I know that you will not he able to iive 
there. But © teil you from now, you must bear rt for twa 
Years. After two years, if ii"%s reality unbearable, then you 


come beck to France,” 


But in the nieantime, there was the war and I met my husband 
im L541 --in the summer of “409 -~ we married in February of 


1381. 


@. You met in Tehrsn? 


fa Yea, we met in Tehran. and very naturaity, Like avery 
woman, 2F think that it was in very romantic circumstances. f 
think all marriages; more or less, aré in romantic 


CLPcuMslances. 


And when I went back to Iren, § wanted very much to work, and 
my idea was ta work in the pnbiic hospital. Of course, IF was 
full of ideale and © thought we feve fo serve -- you knew, 
things, you have when you. are very, very young. But there war 
no Ministry of Health at the time in Ivan; there waa @ 
genreral directorate af hygqie¢ws. And J was offered @ very, 


yery minor job with a really ridiculous salary. 
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Im the meentime, a traend of ny father, Or. Javad Ashtiani, 
fetched ne and teck me to Dr. Gholeam-Hossein Moassadegn at 
Najmiyeh Hospitai. They had 9 Swiss matron, and she had iert 
weeapae: so Dr. Ashtdiani introduced me to Mossadegh whe 
tmmediately gave me the 305. Secause thé former matron was 
aiways addressed as “Madamoiselie”, I became “Nadanciseliia™ 
in my turn, and everybody spoke French to me because £ didnt 
knew ehough Persian. Ana that’s how the idea that r al 
@ither French or even Armenian came about. Even people wha 
bnew ne very well, sometimes they*re surprised to find that TF 


am actuaiily Iranian. 


Snyway, £ warked there until my marriage. Then ... 
muxprisangiy anough, my husband, whoa was entirely ediicated 
abroad - His acther was haif French and hatt Tranian: who 
had in his ancestors two French great-greandmothers; whoa had a 
gveat-great grandfather, Austrian, who was a friend with -.. 
he’s mow in @il the books abort Mexico, teceause he wee the 
one Very great friend of Maxyinmiiian and he vent when 
Maximilian wes supresed to hecamné emteror of Menice. Se this 
ancestor of my fusband, whose name was Stephan von Herzfeld, 
and who became the Merquis of Cuernevaca, where the Sheh was, 


yoau Know, in Hexica., And that*s not tmportant.... 


Anyway, my husband suddenly decided to become very, very. 
eastern and decided that fis wite nustn“t work, that he must 


provide for her. But Pe couldnt provide for me because hice 
-~ go - 
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Waa A young captain and the ermy officers were very, vary 
underpaid. Se we had toa live with my mother-in-law, who was 
a professor at the University of Tehran, and alsa she was a 
writer in French. In France they have a prizve which ia given 
to tereian authors who write directiy in Frehch, it’s caliied 
Prin <uneclear?. ters & very famous prize and she goat that 
for @ very, very goad book. By the way, I tried to heave her 
books published in America, but apparently they were nat 


interested. 


Anyway, and so 1 stepped working. I had my Xarst ¢Chiid. Sut 
we couidn*’t manage because Tehran entered the wer.e- Don*t 
forget thet. the country was occupied by the Rusaiens, the 
British with their colenialt armies -- that weans the Gurkhas, 
the Indians, the Sikhs, and what they caii Anzac, that*s New 
Pealand and Austraiiza ~- and iater by America. So life 
becaihe very, vary difficult in Tehran. There was 2 shortage 
of practically everything. The Allies had arrested end put 
into camna all those they suspected of aympathy with the 
Germans, And sa jife, naturaiiy ... the price of iiving shat 
up. Nobody could afford ta live unless you were very, very 


rich: 


It’s difvicuit to visualige the Tehran of thet time. I mean, 
there <were?> oniy two lines of buses ang practicatiy no cars. 
You knew B@xeactiy wha had a car -- the Court, @ few manisters 


ane. = few rich peopie. 
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So I went beck to work, but this time at the hospital of the 
National Bank with Dr. Rajgi. ft had just been inengurated 
and I worked there for a while untii in idd¢, JI think, ar 
“a3, there was same trouble with my reniatement at Ne miyeh. 
Hospital. and Gr. Mossadegh, thet is the father af the 
famous ofi nationalization, insisted that I should come hack. 
So I went back there, but I toid him that F wiil not satay 
forever and ever, because my father was in Paris, I had ha 
news from him duzing all the time of the war, except through 
the Vatican and the Red Cress. The moment peace was around 
the corner, I wanted to go hack to France. They said, “Gkay. 


Peace is not arcund the corner.” 

Anyway, ain i945 my tether came te Tehren, and he didnt tike 
at at ali; and he went beck end he was waiting for us. And 
atter awhile, when the war was finished, ny father-in-law vase 
apbnointed as ambasseader toa Italy. 

QW. Your faether-in-iaw being? 

A. The fether of ay husband. 


G. Yes, 


A. Hy father-in-iaw was a very close, how shall i say, 


cooperstor Cassociate> of Rezs Shah. Reza Shah had trusted 
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hin, liked him very much. He was 4... during the time of Reza 
Shak, he had been governor-general of Khorasan, and he was 
practically the only person who resisted the Russians, the 


oniy official whe resisted the Russians. ft*s ee famous stery 


that when the Russians invaded Iran -- and naeturealiy they had 
their commandanture in Neshhed -- there vas absolutely a 
Shoarkhege af evervthing --— auddenly. My father-in-law waa a 


very proud and very ... how shall FF say ... strong-willed 
man. He seat hizmseif beside the dravera of trucks and he went 
and tock aut. the slour wherever It was and obliged the bakers 


to bake bread. He went himself <unciear?. 


And when the commandina afficer of the Ruasian forces asked 
him te come, he refused. He sent a nessage to sey that, “You 
say that you’ve cone to fran as our gliijes. Tf you*re our 
alites, you nist respect those who represent the central 
government of my country. So it*a un to you to tome and calli 


om me.” And the man did. 


Anyway, he was arrested. fecause we went through a period of 
terribie troukie after the Shah abdiceted, you know, and thia 
was a tine of revenge and accuretion and anybooy close ta 
Reze Shah was arreasted. Of course, iver Kaunanee find 
anything, so they liberated him. And after a while they 
wanted to make him governor of Azarbeijan, which he refused 
hecause it was occupied by the Russians. They wanted to make 


hin beck again governor of Khorasan. He refused. He seid 
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that he did so much, be had done soa much for Khorasan and the 
Kharassanis were so ungrateful. Which, by the way, later oan, 
they came to beg him ta come, but he refused. They wanted ta 
make him prime minister; he refused also. IF asked him why. 
He said, “You know, because they want ... they don’t want me 
to realiy become ‘“‘of> service toe the country, they just want 
£o finish née. Because it*e net the time to be prine 
Minister, there is somebody elise and cther forces arranged 
for here.” Anyway, they asked him what he wanted ta he, and 
he said, weli, he wanted ta finish his itife, his career in 


Rome, 20 he went, he went there, 


So, in 1447, I teek my three chiltdren -- two, twa, two 
chiidren -- my two daughters and we went by road and ship 
first to Iteaiy -- no, by plane, I’m sorry -- hy piene to Rame 
where = stayed with my tfaether-in-lavw for 4 while, and then hy 
train to Paris. I stayed eight montha in France and then £ 
went back to Iran. 6h yes, at that time I decided that £ 
Ways cacieiery fed up with working in a hospital. I copldn*t 
stand to aee people dil and dying -- I ecouldn’t. Sol 
Gecided ta change completely my .-. aim in tite. Ang I 
worked ... I was hired By the franian Airwave, which belonged 
--. Which was @ private company belonging toe the Afehars and 
Gholam-Hossedin Ebtehay, and all these pecple. I became 
secretary, what. they call in French “secretsire de 


direction’. And Llittie by littie, you Know, becsuse of my 


English and Prench, i becane & man-ai-all-jobs. 
- Fo 
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I stayed there until we went. ta Pakieten. fos first tine in 
the summer of 14949, back again in May F840,, as I told you. 
Then they tack mé@ back to my job. And tha cidd that several 
times, and every time they increased my Aglawy, So I seid, 
"it’s a goed point -- I’ll go away for & fe" tenths, that’s 
the oniy time thet you .:. when I come Ace ¢het you increase 
my salary.” Anyway, the lest time waa ist 939 when we left 
for Indies; and when F came back, F didn-t au fo that seb. 


just worked in weitare, you know. 


Yee, I taught at the facukty -- it’s nok ts &she meaning in 
English, faculty means a Adgher college, peer of the 
university -- the one of Literature of Feh-ft.9 read an 
imatitute for foreign lenguages, and IF was teaching French 
there. At the sane time, F became the teirarteo of RSPA, 
Society for the Pretection of Animalia. And # waa alas 
precticaliy ail my Life a member of the Festuca Red Cross, 


which was csailied the Red Lion and Sun. 


I say between, you knew, this kind af ttt, y waypfere and thas 
and that ... I remember that we started 4 tte time to 
esteblish #» littie society, which we wanted ¢o he completely 
free from the royal family. Because armytocly veo did any 
weifare society always tried to have «4 nh Page ert the roaval 
famiiy. And this apotied everything, 7h off oppynzon, not 


because of the royal family, but becausy i-f gaya another 
_ J _ 
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Rheaning to the whole point, you aee. 


So IT esked a few friends of mine, teachers at the university, 
Frsan Nareaghi, Ganerali -<+ what’s bis nane?t -- he ves 
oonmsgnder of fhe ..-. AG has Aven chiet-oi-sterfi of the air 
service. Then several peotp_s: ike that, and we héd decided 
that we must absolutely and very urgentiy da something about 
the people «.. what 28 cailted now “Lunnen-proletariai” -- 
that. means this fringe of people whe Lived in the south of 
big Cities, especially in Tehren, as £ told you, in ail the 
caverns where they had dug tp for bracks ... to make bricks. 


And these peopie lived in the nost incredible way. 


Tre was exactiy as it they didn’t belong ta the country. They 
hac their own iaws, hed their own regulations, and naturally 
therr own traffics, where chiid proetitution, where organized 
Reggery ti meen organized because they made people, yeu know, 
igs bitnd or wounded, or having ail kinds af disease, which 
wae 411 meakeup3, traffic in drugs, and of course 4a wondertul 
hidang piace for all kinds of petty crimineais. And s#ise e 
very good reservoir of people who had nething ta lese. And 
that’s the kind of people thet Khomeini uses; and Nosssdeah 
woubtd often usa in a way alee. This is the people anong whon 
~s the kind of mefie we used te have in Iran, yeu Bnew, fhe 
head of Black T <7? and Sha“ben Bimokh (Brainless Sha’ben}, 
aii these people who were hig dealers in the wholesale 


nareete af Tehran. actually, they were ... they were real 
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gangstere;:; they gave pretection, yau see. They had afsa the 


cantrol af the ¢red-Light district? oar Tehran, 


f@nd these people, we thought at the time Cit was in the “Sa, 
late “5083, we numbered them -- there were abovt 14,000 and. 
va Knew that in a matter af ten years there will be ten times 
a& nore and ao on and aco an. And it would represent an 
immense danger for the cauntry. and alao my friends and f 
thought that it was really absciutely against every sense of 
justice snd even welfare -- not the welfare oat these people, 
but the rest of the capital, the rest of the country, to 


allow this kind of cancerous saocisty to grow, you age. 


So we etharted with 4& tittle ... they were tallied Zagheh 
Neshin «people living in caves>, that was the ares of, 

how shail F sey, the “neat” peopie;: because really they were 
not. diving in housea, they had shoveis> that they somehow 
managed tle orgenize for themseives. And those that were 
honeat, they had the most fantastic joba -~- incredibie. 
renenber visiting a family, they were oniy women -- the 
nother with five girls living in a small roam -- and they had 
an immense heap of thread completely Knotted. I said, “What 
are you doing?” They asaid they were paid five risis ¢i don’t 
know how much i&8 tive riale now) unraveling these very, very, 
very thin threads for hosiery factories to make stockings. 
Can you imagine the job? Beceuse unraveling wool is already 


disticult, but this very thin thread -- this waa the Kind of 
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sob they had. 


So we started -- because I didn“*t believe in big things, you 
know, FT always believed in the things that you start samailt, 
and then when there are strong rocta, then you spread. 3a 
with my friends we agreed that we wiil take aver o amail 
area, which funnily enough. was in the middie of the city -- 
eat Behjat-Abad. Now, Behjzat-Abad hac been a cemp at the time 
et the war, when the Allies were in Iran. At the time af the 
wer, the Russiens made all kinds of -‘omiges te the 
aérmenians, to say: “Go back to Armenia. Why do you stay here 
where youre not in your country? Youre Armenians -- go 


back there.” 


So they rushed from ail over the country (tmestiy from Esfahan 
and the countryside of Estdahen, becatise there they were 
agricuituraisats: to Tehran, from where they were supposed ta 
be taken by the Russians ta Armenia and they were atuck 
there. Sc they were estabiished ... the government with the 
helm of the Armenian community that was, after aii, quite 
rich and presapercus, estebliaghed these camps. They didn’t 
know what to Jo with these people. They couldnt go back, 
feacause they hec scold averything. And on tep of that, they 
had Jost face before those Armenians whe refused te go. They 
didn’t bagvge anywhere to go and they were completely stuch 
there. Anyvey, somehow they wera resetiiacds: some of ther 


actually went to Russie, the othera were diatributed in the 
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various Arnenian communities. 


But the camp remained. And ati these poecr people wha, 
because life was so difficult in smeil cities of Iran, or in 
the countrysice, they started ta come to Tehran with the hope 
of Finding a job. They settled there in littie hoveis they 
buiiét, for themselves. Sa we head @ very, very goad oian for 
that, to resettiea these peapie. The principle was that they 
shkoauld do it themselves, with our hain, but they should da 
everything themselves pecause we didn’t want to make 
mnandicants and beggars. We wanted them ... to give then 
their sense Gf dignity, thet they hed by their own efforts 


brought thamselvesa un. 


And we had the help of students from Lie university -- we 
Were yery, very grateful. We wanted to use them, Kecavuse we 
realized very saon fhat the university people, eapetially the 
students, were nat. tekken seriousiy, you Know. I“m not the 
one ta make demagogy for the youths, because I think that 
this is the time of extort. and we mustn*t fistter the young. 
We must show them the way, show them im a sincere way, you 


KNOW 


So thege cpecpie had nothing. There wae no kind of amusement 
in Tehran. No kind of incentive, you know, F reamnenher, 
every tine f talked toe a young person, J asked him 4... my¥ 


first question, "Da you read?" dnd they said, "Ho, whet. te 
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reading?” Yhey just looked through papers. They never ... 
nohedy axpleined to then thet it*s not enough to go to 
university. That hezide university, you have to. work by 
yourself. You must use what you tearn at the university a4 
the guideline fa improve your Rind, and por improve your mind 
hy reading, by refbecting, by taiking te people who can ...- 
whe have somethind to give you. That waa something entirely 
new, and sometines they <idn’t trust people who said that, 
wha toid them these things. So we thovght we’d ash them ta 
come and perticipate in this kind af job, instead of always 
eriticizing, and let them put their hand into the mud and try 


to cilean it. 


That was very well, except that natureliy we fell ints 
bureaucracy. The Sheh somehow learned about thia and he 
said, “Very good. Give me some reperta.” We nade a amalii 
report. We said we didn’t want anybody’s help. Because, you 
know, these Behyat-Abad ... the land there being in the 
middie of the eity, in the north, which wes the elegant part 
of the city, dt was very expensive. And the poor, I mean 
the poor, the landdwners af thia Land, the owners of thia 
land, had been so many times promiged that something will be 
done -- they wiiil be giveh money and ail that. So we fteoid 
them: “We don’t want. any money. We ask you, Gach of you, te 
give us ceamartauneteig to. the piece of iand that has Been 
occupied by this thoavei>, the buitding material, and te have 


your Lawyers control thet thiga wiil be actually not built 
- iq - 
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hema.” But Ahmad Natficy was the..-. 

G. Meyor of Tehran. 

A. Vice mayor. No, he wasan“t the mayor at the time. 
MG. Vice nayor. 


A. He showed us very good land that was asiready prepared 
with electricity, water, and we were going to settie there. 
30 ve were very hoppy. We alan aaid that eil the ... well, 
4t¢s @ Jong story. Tt didn’t come to anything because they 
wanted usp toa become part of this. enormous thang, 

Ordoochay“e ar ie cani>, if was the resettlement, 

the so-called resettlement of beggars and all that -- that 
wan @ibig plen. Anyway, this went to the dogs and we went te 
aoe Io wan busy with other things. IF workec’ very hard at it, 
but gf didn’t, I mean we didn’t... somehow £ suppose people 
Gidn’t tike ... thase who were respomeaibie for ... in 


‘ geapinsible s0be,. perhaps didn’t want that. 


peter 2a while, when I Game back trom India ... I had been 
wees impressed fn India ay the handiwerks of the verious 
atates ef Delhi and everywhere. ‘And ivd been tupregsed by 
eee fact that the Indians were intelligent enough {oa 
sidewsband thet. handiwaih wus BoteeN ELS but it waa always 


repetitive,.. Se they brought. artists from abyoad, mostiy fron 
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rreance, to use the means of this craft, But to make it to the 
taste af tha people, and eapecitaiiy the Europeans, the 
Westerners whoa were the best customers kor that Hind of 


things. 


So £ came back to Tran and I wanted very much to have this 
one tO start this handicraft in Iran. at the time pe vsatien 
Alam was the head of the Pahlavi Foundation. Here fT must say 
that h@e was very, very well disposed towards ny husbands 
family, because they were aiso from Biryand, soufh of 
Khorasan, and they had eateblished Somehow the best of 
relationships with my father-in-law. So Assadoliah Alem 
received ma, and he seid, “How wonderful. Fm going.” 
Because we had te be attached. I covidn“t start that; T 
never had any money, YF didn’t have the personal ... we had ta 
eee acomewhere. He said, “Weil, we start it from the 


Pahlavi Foundation.” 


4nd 3 started to gather friends and sil that, when suddeniy 
he aaid that tha government had decided to revive the tourist 
exdanizgation, which head been founded by Reze Shah, with the 
Tran Tour Company .-. was in charge of touriem in Iran, which 
Was completely half-asleep, attached toe the Ministry of 
fransport. And Amixr-Assadoiteah Alam told me that they wanted 
to establish @ new seientiee ties for tourism; and that 
organization would work through » kigh council oF -- we like 


very such high council of this and that in Iran -- tourtam 
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and alse through committees. And se I shail become the 
secreteary-genereal af the high council and aides in charge of 
fhe committes for ... ali the committees, ineluding the one 


for hendicratfts. 


2O We Started that very modestiy, with Nehrt Shaibeni as head 
of this thing. And at the tine there waa no pariiamént in 
iran. Very littie after that Asssdolish Alam became prime 
minitater and the government governed by decrees. And so we 
were eateblished with a decree. That wan a very Fascinating 


y70b, I tiked it very much until the government changed agsmin. 


Hasean-Ali Mansour Hecame prime minister and he kicked out 
everybody except me. And he had a new head of this 
organization who reorganized everything, and I was put with 
my ¢Coliesgues a littie bit aside, becaiise the new head of the 
new organization -- who was frhesem Reza“i -- Was convinced 
that my Lattie part af this organizetion was «© Kind ef branch 
mf The security organization. and I am very, very direct. fF 
teld him ane day, I said, "You know, my husbend doesn’t need 
me, fi¢m sure that he has agents in your organization, Tf 
don’t know them. And I’m working beeause I tiké this job and 
that’s ail.” So we established a very good ralationship 


atter that. 


Atfter several trials and errors, eventually he ... some¢how he 


--- how shail I aay, more or Lessa not completely cancelled, 
= FS 
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Kee didn’t use the high council, but he made me head of the 
planning and déveiocpment of tourism, Nodir Tarh-ha va 
KRarresi-ha. And he made the mistake of failing on the 
ether side, you knew: YF bacame his ma*ioumat, his 


thinking Bbraine, his right-hand man, from one.... 
@. So you aterted working together? 


f. S80 we started, it was @ very rasecanating j3ob. i liked it 
very much. T even went te the tirst United Nations 
SOanrterence on tourism, which took place in Rome in september 
ex “64 -- IF think, I don’t Know, yea -- In “G38. When fF cane 
back it was atiil ... Shaibeni wea the head and he seid, “toa 
and see the Sheh.” F must say that the thing I was the 
proudest. <af> was the seorganization 2f Golestan Palace. Of 
coOnuree F didn’t schieve itt, But that wae our pian, with 


Mohsen Forough: and other neople. 


find ga F went to see the Shah. And the interesting thing is 
that <it was> my only public sudience, beceuge i knew the 
Shah, ef course FT met him very often and ail that. What was 
interesting in that was, firet of ali, I saw how the Shah 
could be courtecus and attentive to what peopie aeid. He 
listened very carefully, and atter I finz:shed, he asked 
gueationg. He asked me, he said, “What ia your greatest 
difficulty in thie job?" IF seid, “Regulatione#.” He aasid, 


"Wheat do you mean?’ fT said, “Regwiations in thia country are 
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mat made ta advance the affairs of ie SeuReRe bot to 
nearalyze.” So we discussed this point at length; and then he 
said, “What would you do if you were in charge? What would 
you do with the reguietions?T" JT said, “I would take them in 
the middie of Mayden-e Sepah and Burn them.” He said, 


‘Weli, that’s rather extreme, isn’t itt” 


Then he seid, “What was the mast importent conclusion at this 
canterence of the United Nations on tourtam?” If aaid, "Well, 
fhe conciusion ... 88 you Know United Nations cannot impose 
anything, they can just suggest and advise. They say thet we 
~~ Mill of us -- must obtain from our respective governments 
the principle that never the Miniatry of Information, 
wherever if existed, would be nixed with Tourism. They are 


two different ectavities.” 


And the Shah said, “Why? =F said, “May I speak very 
eleariy?™" He sadd, "Yee, do.” I said, “Your Majesty, you 
know that the Minitatxey of Propaganda, from ita own néme -- 
now it can be information, whatever -- if made ..-. if a 
political instrument to enhance a cmuntry’s faciiities inside 
fhe country and abread. Seo, because if is potiticai, if cen 
aiveve exaggerate, and say: “The aky of iren is the bivest, 
the water of fran is the best, the fruits of fran are 
unique,” and all thet. Sut in tourieam they cannot sey that, 
because if a pan comes by car, and he breska his apringa 


every other Kilometer, of he doean*t find guod reads, or he 
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doean*”t find hotels, rooms in heteis cr anything, or a place, 
even, to go and wash his henda, then this is: adverse 
pranaganda we make. We muat be truthtui. We must give them 
good, precisa information about the climate, what to wear, 
when to came, what kind of roads, how to travel, how fa 
behave, @tc., @ic.” Sa he quite agreed, but eventually, 23s 
you Know, in the end they did that -- they mixed the twa 


together. 


Well, that was finished because we went to Pakistan; my 
husband Was nated ambassador there. And Mr. Pahibod wanted 
me to be in charge of cultural affairs at the ambassy. I 
tried ta convinee him that $t wae impossible; you. catidn’t 
have a diplomatic list with “General Pakravan, ambassador; 
Mrs. Pakrevean, head af ... counselor for culturel affairs’. 
Un not “Missa Pakravan and Mr. Pakrevan™ -- go down the way, 
ail the ... make a faniiy associsetion?t He seid, “All right. 
then I name aorehody, But you will be actuaily in charge.” 
So when F went te Pakistan, FT worked as head of the cuitural 
affairs and that was very, very interesting atan. We 
gathered a ict of informetion of the progress or regress of 
the Persian language, where it was taucht, eftc., ste. And 


thet was that, Mow you ask me questions. 


M. 2’m going to ask you about 6 series of sort of important 
historical personalities, some of whom you may know well, 


nome of whom you may not. I°ii begin first with Dr. 
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Mossadegh. Bad you ever meet hit 
A. WF coursel 


G. What sort of inpression did you have of hin from the 


Point of view of A womant 


A. You know, I cen’t want ta give you ny INPression Now, 
because it’s différent from what I felt when I was a young 
giri.s When I was put in charge Gf the hospital the first 
time, efter a while his «econ eaid, “My father will come and 
inspect the hoandteal, and talf ta you.” I saad, “Ali right.” 
sa one day this very distinguished franian gentlemar, very 
@legant -- because he didn’t wear that kind of Naa Tee-tung 
ciothes, he was wearing weetern clothes. He reminded ne af a 
Prench writer in his physical aspects. He was reatiy “grand 
Beignenr’ -- very courteous, very, very nice. Spoke French 
beautifully end addreassew me in French. He had sent fiowers 
heforehand. He ssked ye many questions, and encouraged me in 


By job, and wae very, very hice. 


Then souchow I beceme great friends with his san, 
GholamvyHosagin, and his family, hia wife, Zia-oca-Saitaneh, 
and they were extremely nice. But mesatiy, as I was very, 
yery busy in the hospital, If was Mostly ay sister who went 
ees @f one time é@he lived with them becapse they had «a 


younger deughter who was in s rest house in Switzeriand, and 
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She: wae there tor ..-. S83ince ahe was twenty. 


Then after I tert, I came back again. When F came back 
agein, I had ecquire! some assurance, you Know, 1 was more 
Sure of myseit. F sonic stend up ta people. FT ceuld speak 
the language better. Ant I wasn’t impressed so much as I wes 
when IT was a young giri of twenty, because my téther had 
Sraught ne wp fo respect my @iders and betters. But there Tf 


sterted to think by myself. 


So, when he asked me to come back, I went to see hina, wes Baw 
each other, and I said, “You know, Dr. Messadegh, the fireat 
fime J worked here, 1 Wes duste a raw young giri, IT didnt 
knew anything. If came straight from schonl to run a 
hospital.” Which waa the most important hospital, private 
hospitei in Tehran, because at the time we never even 
nenkienea the public hesapitaia, they were so awfitl. 1 said, 
“But since then, I have my idess about how to run a hospital. 
I want you, piease, toa accept that within the confines of fhe 
hospital, the limits of this, I am the absolute master. And 
the doctors, the syrgeonsa, nurses, absolutely visitors, 


everybody moat accent the rules Im going te establish for 


this fhoapitel.” He aaid, “Ail right, do that.” 


So the firet thing I did was to estabiish visiting howrs, 
hecause we could never da anything for the patients. People 


veed to come in the hospitai with their carpets, their 
= 
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charcoal stove or kerosene stove, waite if th wes ® wand, f 
mean all the family -- chiidren, grandchildren «-- everybody 
would anread their carpets and realiy pacnic there all the 
tine, Smoke cigarettes, speek eioud, come and go any time of 


day or night. 


Then another thing which I wanted te do was to give a day oft 
to the nurses and to all the personnel -- ataetif, the hospital 
start -- and also to give them some more holidava --so I had 
them in uniforo -- and iittie by tittie get rid of the 
Bo-caiied practical nurses and have frained nurses. And we 
didnt have great sources, we had only the American <7} 
achoal. Later on two very, very good schoois were 


established f6r nureaes, training nurses. 


and Hoasadegh, IT must say, Kent to Hie word, betauge cone tine 
& general mame af 21:00 at night, end he wanted to vasit his 
waite who hed gust had a baby, and I sard ne. The doorkeeper 
Gceme and caid, “He’s making 4 scandei at the door.” And £ 
eaid,. “Let Rim,” Seo I went te fim and I talked to him i 
said, “You cennot meke such a noise ine hosaritai. Your wife 
js not the only patient here.” He said, “You are a dag 
sttached to this place, You ere not @ matron. fm going to 


have you kicked out of this place.” I said, “Okay, do that.” 
So he went next day te Mossedegh-c#-Saiteneh and compisined 
tohim, “Why is that girl, that woman...7"% And he 
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<Moaeadegh> said, “You know, I cannot say anything, heceuse 
even if F went to the hospitei,., I have to submit to the rules 
she has.’ and soa the man came the next day with fiocwers and 
stockings -- fytion, which was very rare ~~ and he said, “I*n 
sorry.“ If said, “Look here, I’m gaing fo speak very olsainiy 
to you. You know a patient, whether he is a surgery petient 
Gr a cysnecology natient, has some naturel needs in daytine. 
How can they setisfy that af the room is eiways full of 


visitors?” 


So anyway. And Mossadegh was very, very good. Aa fm... 


Q. Why was he involved in thas? What was the invoivenent of 


Gr. Moasadagh in the hospital? 


A. Because he was the head. Yan Know, the Noassadegh 
Najgmivyeh Hoanital was a fotindation by his mother, 
Najm-cs-Saltaneh, «¢who> was a princess, a very Aigh princess. 
find he was the head of the @ndowment of 4ogneuteh. And 
people knew him because he was, after aii, one of the great, 
important people of Iran. So he thought 4f he want directly 


to han, he will tmmediately hick ne out of the hasmital. 


G. So what was the role of this son? 


A. He wes & eurgeon. He was the ... how ghali f say? ..- he 


waa the director of the hospitel, he was the medical ... head 
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of the madical part. of the hospitat. And we had many other 

doctors. We had Dr. Ne“aven. And £ teli you scitethint, yar 
asked me ... we had Prot Adi, we hed Dr. VYosoughi. ALL the 


best doctors used to come there. 


One day Dr. Mo*aven -- a Briliitent surgeon, whe had been put 
in prigon by Reza Sheh pecavas he was trirends with 
foreignera, which was forbidden -- he became ¢a> mnenber of 
pariiament for Seieh, somewhere near Kermanshdh. And I was 
still very naive at the time: iI thought that pelitical lite 
in Tran was iike Europe: that you had political parties, 
there were elections, and parties ... and nembersa of 
Such-and-such parties went to parlianent and decided on the 
policy and thanga. Sa I asked hin, © said, “What is your 
marty?” He jJaughed, he asid, “My pocket." Then he said, 
“The other packet.” And he said, “And Dr. Nossesedeqh.” And 
he brought out a Littie ayrings for shots. He said, “You 
know, Or, Hosaadegh (that’s the big Nossadegh} is member of 
pariiament and whenever somebody stands um to him or 
something doesn”“t please hin, he faints.” And of course he 
didnt believe in this fainting. “Sa I give him some 


injections to revive his,” 


Anyway, i waen’t very, very moliticai-manded at the time. 
There was 4 big fight between ... Gavam~osa-Salitaneh, wha 
becene prine minister and he had founded a party calied The 


Democrat. And he head an enermous Zaght with the Comnuniste. 
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Firat af ali, he had brought in two or three Communist 


ministers, inciuding Dr. sAsshavarz. 


And I remember one day they had a terrible faght in the 
streets. Ant Mozwzafar Firouz, who was deputy prime minister 
and piso a cousin of Massadegh, Ae cane and very, very 
impericusiy said, “Open the door.” Io said, “Why?” “My 
children (that means the peopie af my party) have een 
wounded and they have to be hospitalized.” I said, “Fn 
aorry. We cannot have that. This 18 the result of faghtang, 
street fighting. This is a heaspital tor surgery, For 
midwitery and we cannet have you." So he insisted. fi said, 


“Ohay, you weit.” 


And he came and we had to put mattresses .. we head planty of 
mattresses ... in the cellars ~- we braynght in the 
netttesses, put them there, put these peoerpie -- and I called 
Prot. Adj fe come. And these men etarted, you kntw, showing 
off. We had ... across <from> cur hosnital was the fenocus 
Park Hotel, yoau know, which was @ very silegant gathering 
Glace. “Send to the Park Hetei for dinner for the children. 
2 Give them dinner!’ =F eaeid, “Wail, yau know, in & hospital 
the kitehen closes et the most at seven o*eloack. I have 


nething.” They said, “Wail, you must feed them.” 


T seid, “fou Life them so much, go and buy then sone food at 
the Park Hotei. They deserva it.” <aAnd he aterted giving...- 
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i aaid, “Lock here, you ahut upt If don’t care who you are. 
And this fighting wasn*t so wonderful, because all of your 
so-called children are wounded at the back, which shows that 
they were running away and not facing the fight.” He 
atopped. He wanted aise te complain tu Mossadegh, to his 


coyuBing if didn“t come tea anything: 


Theat was the atmosphere. And I wasnt very much interested 


in politica. FT didA’t understend much of it. 


I wasn expecting my third child and I had a dittiIe..., @#hat 
strikes me, what impressed nme ef the time ~~ we had two chara 


from the foundation.... 
Q. Which foundationt 


4&4. Maymiyeh Foundation, the foundstion of which Or. 
Kosseadeagh was the head, founded by hia mother; They had <a> 
hoasapiteai, this hompiteal, in which they were siways sunposed 
€o have ten free patient<s> and they hed aise houses and all 
that, the revenue of which went ta this founcetion. The 
foundation was crigingily made for ten neopie -- ten noor 
people -~ to he looked after medically. Aliao, if wae .-.» 
they Fa bouiit many ather roacms, and it was rented as # 
hoapitel to any doctor who wanted to take it, provided that 
he treated also the poor patients for nothing. But the 


foundation paid him ten tomene a day ror evary patient -- 
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that was. three thousand tomang a month. Okay. 

When I came back to thé hospital, I asked 
Wossadegh-oa-Saitaneh .... “Ft was only for men we had the 
room, ten beds, with men oniy. ft was over the kitchen, and 
it waa the oniy piace where we could have hot water, because 
tnere was a big range in the kitchen, where they had hot 
watex. So I asked him toe lét me build on the terrace a few 
showers, because these people, thease peasants, came full af 
tice and we had epidemics af typhus in Iran. Because the 
Polish ... the FPolesa who had been kept in camps in Russia 
were going through Iren ta be settled ali over the worid, and 
they steyed there and they brought ali kinds of disesses with 
then. We had many, many cases of typhus and it was spread, 
you Know, through lice and we didn“t want ta have that. To 
gay nothing of the fact of having a young mother find lice on 


her bed. And he refused. 


Then I esked him to a2 ov me te incresse the number cf beds 
for poor people, because Tehran waa in a terrible situation 
ecenomicaliy. There were ao many people from fhe provinces, 
the Sounteys snd everybody waa SO poor «-~ fife was very 
expensive. And we had “a> little fight over that. J said, 
“When your mother tounded this hospital, Tehran was a small 
eity, People used ta walk, there ¢wére> no cara. I’m sure 
if she lived now, she would understand that you have to 


inereage.” “No, no, no, nothing doing.“ thay. 
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Then Pe aes tea cheps that came fron the foundatzon: one cane 
avery dey ta count, because we hed to write the name of ail 
the free vatients; and the other ane waa what you cail = kind 
of pnaiiitf -- every big landowner (Massedeqh was a Hig 
landowner}? had someone who iooked after the land. This 
feilow, always when he came he would jock, you kndéw, eit 
around, he wil ask Questions. He was a kind of apy and I 
didnt like that at ali. In the end Mossadegh found him cut 


fhet He waan’t an good and they senarated. 


Hut them there were two nurses #leag, two sistera, who If 
didn’t like very much, and one day I toid Mossadegh, I said, 
“Dr. NSoasadegh, you wanted me back in your hospital; it’s 
hecausa IT ayppose you trust me.” He: gaid, “OF coursa I trust 
you. 2 said, "Why do you spy on ma?” He said, “I don’t.” 
i said, “Yes, you da.” JI said, “Anything you want, aak me.” 
T said, "You know.,..." He said, "No, ne, I“m sorry." I 
asid, “Na, please, ash me.” IT said, “You know, the trouble 
with & spy ia that when he doesn*t find anything to ery on, 
he invents. And this is where the trouble atarts.“ He said 
a hay sation’ two nutress were ... F told them toa, F said, 
"You know, you work here. you don’t apy please. Why there is 
to apy here? It’s a hoapitel: I’m running it, and it’s copen, 


there if no underground activity.” That was thet. 


Se I vealiged that Mosaadegh, like many important people -- 
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the Shah in his #wéy and ofhera that I don’t want to name -- 
they «re, siadanaiettaty it they are 4 little Git, how shail Tf 
aay. dictatorial ta itttie bit ... they have gqrest 
authority}, they are aiways in the hands of the entourage, 
the so-cailed entourage. You Know the famous saying of one 
a*¥ the Roman emperors -- they were calied Caesara ~- he said, 
“fome (that means his whole empire) trembies before ... at 
the name of Caesar, Caeser trembies before his wite, and both 
his wife and he tramble before the chiid.“” You geet And 
this in very, very .-- f think it demonstrates the fact that 
sli big men have this weakness, which we don’t resaiize, fo 
give part of their will and authority to people who don’t 


deserve it. 
GO, ow about...? 


A. You see. And these people are the ones who catise ail the 


trouble, 


G. How about Gavam-os-Salteaneh? Bid you ever meet hint 


A. Yea, F met him. I met hin. Neo, To met him at..-. Yea, 
Be became prime ninister. I must saey here thet I was great. 
friends with Br, Iran Alar and her sister, Touran Aiam, and 
aisac their nother , Khenom Anir-Alem, and Dr. Amir~Alam were 


like mother and fether to me when J came back to fren. And 


w Sy 
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Amnir-Atam vee the widest daughter of Yosough-od-Dowteh, wha 
was the brother of Gavam-os-Saltaneh. And whereas 
Yasough-oad-Cowleh Wes Buch & courteous, nice and wondertul 
person and a poet, hia brother was very, very stern and very 
strict. and the firat thing he did when he became prime 
Rinister, he said, "No Tranian official ta allowed to accept 


invitationa from foreign embassies.” CGkay. 


The oniy time I met hin was when his tethew, ali Vosough, 
mhearried.... @avam-ca-Salitaneh was prime minister and there 
was a big, big wedding reception st the officer’s club ta 
which I was invited with cGiher wives. I was 8 young, a very 


young woman at the time....- 
G. How about Razmara? 


A, Ravmara. @WelI, £ #etsao met hin trom far. Hareara was. 
hesd of general staif when we were the firat tine in 
Ganeeter: And he was the one who sent. the cable te my 
husband, “Come back immediately becanée you’ ve been appointed 
Mhiet of G-2." Toa which my hushand replied, “Please expiain 
ta His Mayeaty that I“m much foo young in rank and in 
experiance, and I“1it make so many enemies in thia jah that F 
will be pareliyzed.” snd he accepted! He liked my husband 


very much. 


I net him from dar as prine nminiater. IF temenber him ag a. 
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amatioman, elways very ciesn-looking -- he always seened to 
he coming obt of his bath. Very e@nergetic-ioaking. But £ 


don’t know him; I think I never apoke even to him. Na. 
@. And Generai cahadit 


A. No, I never met -- or perhaps I met him once, £ don’t 
renember. Io don’t remember st all, uniess £ mat him at sone 


reception, But not to apeak to. 
a. How about the former Queen Serayat 


A- Weill, Wueen Soraya --— you know, 845 we were ae ny 
fother-in-law was lady-in-wadting to Princess Shans, and we 
uaed ta go ta the ... very often, to the Court, and when ny 
husband waa Chiet G-2 during the time of Mossadegh, the Shah 
used te invite us to private parties, which lasted usualiy 


tweive hours. 
a, Which feasted whet? 


A. Lasted twelve hours, you know. For inatance, if we went 
for dinnar at. eight o*ciock, then we finished by having 
breakiesit at Shehvend in Sadebsd at eight o”’clock to see the 


“tan rise, 


G. Goodnesa. 
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Aa + WAS “Cad very, very childish party. We used to dance, 
play musicel chairs, have dinner, play guessing gamés. ft 
waa realiy not at all the orgies of oriental ¢ourt. It vas 


very nice. 


And I didn’t like Seraya because TI found her very, very caid, 
very distant. I never apoke to her until they came on «4 
atate visit to India, where we were. They stayed three 
weeks, and so we traveled with thém sii over the place. She 
didn’t impress people very well because when we came back, 
their iast ... they tefti India through Bombay.... And we 
were coming back by train to Delhi tmy husbend and I3 and 
there was a tady --; her husband had been the former Divan of 
the Nawab Rampour, that was a HKoalam, and he was a deputy, a 
nenber Oot paridatent, of the Indian periiament, and his wife 
had been appointed aa lady-in-waiting to Soraya during this 
atey ~-- and she was absolutely kicking mad. She said, “She 
haa no manners.” She aaid this. She did ... she upset ail 
the tine the protecel; for inateance, when you had to wear 


long and fornaai dress, she would say, “Ne, I don’t have the 


patience.” 


The mayor of Bombay was a women and she vave a tantastic 
recestion, lunch time, while the Sheh was visiting some navy 
unit -- thet wee = lunch fer ladies. I think even the 


Governor Waa @ women, Io doan*t remember very well. Anyway, 


ae 
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Iraniana ... we Franijiana were vary few, Besides the Queen, 
there ware her two lacdies-in-waiting, and there waa me, 
Perhaps the wits of the anhassacar, our anbassedor, i’m net 
sure, Anyway, the result waa that I wea seated quite cicse 
to the Queen and thia Indien iady. And the Indisn women have 
a wery, wery strong feeling ot their importance when they 
acquire public office. She nade a apeech, a very Tong, nice 
gpeech. I think there were at least a thousand women there, 
because it was under =a tent, MNeany, many women, per: +pa five 
hundred, I don“t know, IT have no way te judge, and then 
everybody waited for the Queen, the Enpress, to get up and 


reply to this epeech. She ast like that. 


{ tatked to Hrs. Yazdanpsnah, I said, “Khanom, teri Her 
Hajzeaty to reply." Se, “Your Majesty, wili you reply?” 

“Na.” 3 said, “Why? oo, and tike that I seid, “Flease, = 
beg you, four Majgeety, do get up and reply." She said, “What 
eheli Io say?" I said, "Say thank you. Say a few words, 
you‘ve been impressed by...” Na. She got up and she went. 


AD. ee 


And ac, during ail that tris trom Bombay to Delhi until 

night, that woman, the lady-in-waiting, she said, “Yes, she 
hee no manners. ‘tunclear> ¢Vhy did she refuse toe wear formal 
ciethesat If ahe’d been invited to Buckingham Palace, do you 
think ahe would do as she wished?” FI said, “Weill, you kraw, 


the climate, and..." And the women geid, “No, no, no.” Tf 
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said, “Walil....” I had to defend ny Queen, Anyway. 


But I pitied her very much Because I think she was the woman 
that the king loved the most and ashe couldn”t give him a 


chiid. 
@. Ia that true, that fhe reeily ioved hert 


A. Ob yes! He wes ... he wes very much.... Hy 
mother-in-law told me 4 Little anecdote. She said that they 
were having lunch ... smali, 4 few peopie...., And I saw 
myself at one of these evenings, you know, where she amoked.41 
Sorays emoked and the hing was Like a young Lover, you know, 
he would took through all Ads pockets, inmediately give her 
the dighter, you Know, and she was very.... He sdored her. 
And my mother-in-iaw satay, ng was mad.” I said, “thet 
happened?” She said, “You know, we started to speak about 
-e1e £0r 6 man ... the Shah said ... te ask hin what wes his 
aides! women, heauty in woman. And he said, “Well, ivm very 
fucky because the Queen is exactly the kind of woman that ff 
tike,* And #he said, “Wail, I cannect say fhe same for Your 
Hajesty.°° Now whether she was joking or she was serious, BY 


nother-in-law was very, very mad. 


And then she went and wrete this stupid book -- so eiily, you 
know. Practically geying that they were aco poor that ahe had 


to vacuum.,.. No, she didnt sey that, but I mean at waa 
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Vary, Very low. 


@. 8ut yet you know there are people who compare her very 
favorably to Queen Farah and say that the Sheh reatiy began 


to go astray after he married. Farah. 


&- They have to prove that. I-den’t know. The thing is 
that when Soraya was the queen she was very populer, because 
Tranians are very sensitive to beauty, you Know. She wes 
beautifpl. She*s not my kind af beauty, I doen“t like coid 
people. She was very shy, eactusiiv, I remember when I went 
rr in Bombay, we went to another iunch for ladies at Poonam, 
she waa extremely shy- I don*t think she was proud and 


arrogant, aha wea shy. 
And TI know another thing is that she hated to be 4 queen. 
iM, ohe hated to he queen? 


A. She several tines tried -- that’s what they said, my 
mother-in-iaw said -- tried to persuade the king to abdicate 


and go five aproad. 
@. Really? 


A, Yes. She didn“t tike it at ali. IF must asy that the 


igfe af the Court and all the intrigues between ... the Shek 
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had toc many brothers and too neny sisters, you knaw, thats 


not good for a fing. That’s not geed st ail. 


Sa f think she is te be pitied because she didn’t succeed in 
giving a child, she didn’t succeed.... Another thing, which 
IT know that for a fact: she wesan’t very kind toa the Shah’s 
daughter, Shahnaz. and that, for those whe knew 4t, wean’t 
Very pietasant, Because the Shah, he liked his daughter sa 
much, I was witness to that. And then he stepped, he 
ecompietely cut her off becouse Soraya didn’t Jike her. This 


wasn’t very nice. 


O. What was it jihe in the Court? I mesn, there are ail 


kinds of rurore and stories, but nobooy reaily.... 


A. Na, I’il teil you something. I waa recentiy at 4a Lunch 
with people whoa were very ciose to the Court, and they 
Started saying things which surprised me very much. And ther 
geid, “Where were you? Why don’t you know these thingat” f 
toid. them, “Farst of all, I was working practicaliy all my 
life. FToworked. Then T hed ay children.” My chiidren vent 
hefore my work, but stiil, I nean, I devoted ny time to my 
work, to my job, to my ciase friends. JI waan’t the type ... 
< diked aecial lite, I liked té put ‘on> heevutiful dresaacea 
and to go te a bali, and to go to an embessy or to a big 
important teception, but if wasn’t ay life, you know. And my 


husband never discussed his job with me except on thinga that 


~ GF + 


Harvard University - Middle Eastern Division. Widener Library. Harvard College Library / Fatemeh Pakravan. Interview recorded by Habib Ladjevardi, 3, 7 March 1983, Paris, France. 
Iranian Oral History Collection, Harvard University. 


PAKRAVAN-2 
were connmon knowledge, public xnowiedde. That waa for my 
safety. And sisoa because we had many other subjects of 


convex saetion. 


So = toid these women, FI aasid, “ook here, I was aiwnsys 
working. I never was in the confidence of people who 
gasaiped, because I never Liked gossip, you Know.” Well, 
enail, #& an English £riend af mine used toe say, judicy bits 
of gossip, weil, that was, you Know, nmat.... But resl 
gossin, yoau know, F mean, jgodging people end accusing them 
without any, any, any proof.... i remember one day when I 
was SBLill very naive, a *riend of mine, «an acoguUAaiNtance, 
said, “Well, hav do you know, you don*“t Live in this tewn -- 
so-and-so sieens with so-and-sot’ =f ssid, “Were you there 
when they did it?” I aaid, “Yau know, you can find yourselys 
in circumstances, depending on whet, who watches that, they 
can ady that you were very bad or youre very, very 


inknoacen&k.” 


Ane beaide JI heted this spreading cof rumora and ali that. Tf 
remember a few days before ... & faw months betrore this 
Sevolutian atarted, I beqged them, F seid, “You know you’re 
serving Khomeini beceyse you are Jike # -- how do you say? -- 
like fabl, a drum. He beats on you and you produce @ 

sound.” So F wouwldn’t iknow, at afi, atl the rumors. fF knew 
that my mother-in~iew told me: she used to go very aften. TF 


used to go to Princess Shame” every two weeka ~- ashe hed a 
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reception with s lecvw‘e or muaic, and things like thet. The 
only fine we were, I shovldn*t say intimate, we were going toa 


the Shah’s Court, that was during that short pericsd «when> ny 


husbhend was. Chief G-2 during Messedegh*s tine. Otherwise.... 


G. When he was head af the SAVAK? 


A. Well, we used ta ga, but you Know, atter that. from 1956, 


our Gourt became very, very formal. 


@. hat became? 


4. The Court became very, very formai. I*1i give you a 
Small example. The first visit. abread of Queen Farah with 
her Kiabend was to inaugurate an art exhibition in Paria -- 
Persian art, 7,900 years of art. My eidest daughter was 4 
Student at the time in Paris. And Parviz Adi wee 
responsibie, the counselor for press atftairs. He ssked, he 
gaid thecause he liked ny fushand very muchi he asked ny 
daughter to be one of the hestessaa at this museum where the 
exhibition was. And the Queen case and ahe saw Sa’ideh -- 
she’s 2 bit oider, IT mean they elweys Followed eech ather in 
the same achoel with two yerere of difference. She came hack 
and said, "“Savideh, is that yout’ She Was extremely nice, 
ahe satd to Jshenbani, “F want Sa“ideh Pakravan to be invited 
to ail the receptions that ahe cen attend, except the Elysee 


and things like that." 
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And when sahe came back, all the officials -- it was the 
cHetorm, the protecei -- used ta go toe the airport to neaet .,. 
toa greet their mejesties. She was shaking heanda with 
somebody, after she shoot hands with mé, and she turned, she 
said. “You know, YF saw Se*ideh very often in Paris.” I. said, 


"Yee, I know. Your N&ajeaty has been axtremely Kind.” 


And, as a young girl, 48 = student, whenever my husband care 
to Paris, he used te take her out for dinner with Hadame <r, 
who was. s friend of hers snd the head of the Fraence-Iranian 
Association. So whenever she saw my husband, she tised to 
wink at. him, you kKknaw, to say, “Remember, I was a atudeént and 
mnowese..” F remember he saw her, long betore she hetame a 
queen, he said, “Oh by the way, you know, I had dinner with 
Hewes <?> and FPerah.* - said, “Gh, how is she?” He said, 
"She didn“t apeak very much, J suppose she.was very ... she 
is # young girl, she was very impressed by a general with 
White Hair. But I think she han a very, very, very strong 


peraonality.” That was befere she became A queen. 


Ba ... but after that, she wasn’t allowed ta speak to 
anybody. She would ... they were very impressed when the 
Gueen af England care to Iran on an eftficial vieaat, tand> 
efter the dinner ahe end Prince Philip just mingied with 
peopie. Then I heerd from the British ambassador, he said, 


"The royal family, every nhember, maker a point of seeing 45 
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many people Shnd talking to 4s many people as poasifhie to give 
that feeling of, “Ah, F spoke to Princess Margaret or ta the 
Rween or to Prince Philip.”" And the Shah wes very, very 
much inpresaed by that soc after that he used to do thet, he 
used to.... But always he kept a distance between himaelt 


and the Tranianse. 

Go. This was atter *a87 

A. Gh, this was in the "G0a. She came ... the veen.... 
@. No, you seid the Court had become more formal. 


fe Yes, “55, “SS. It becomes very, very formal. Later on f 
heard that Hoseein Loghman-Adham had been sent to England «-- 
€o the Court of England -- to isarn real reyat protocol. And 
tney reaily had tec such of it. The Court became very stiff, 
very formal, and it wasn“t.... I don’t iike pretecal. Tf 
itke protecalt a iittle bit, because it’s easier when you know 
exactly where you stend in official cireumatances, but not 4o 
that it’s etaifling. No. Whats the pointt After ali, were 
aii human fbeinga, and =f think we Can reapect a person without 
being completely paraiyzed br all Kinds of ruies. Well, thst 


waa thet. What else? 


BG. is there anything youd tike toe say about Princesa 


Ashrett 
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A. —_ Roow, Princess Ashrat, eahe had better relations.... 
She had -- haw shail I say?t -- my sister knew her better. I, 
when Prindess Shams was the vice president of the franian Red 
Cress Cthe president was the Sheh himself}, she married 
ageinat ... her second marriage was against the will of her 
brather, with Mr. Boushehri. 3a she was deprived officiaily 
eof ali fer tities and ot course ali the privileges sahe had; 
and the vice vresidency of <the> Red Croas was given to 
Princess Aahray. And I was 4 member of that. I used fo ga 
there ... until the Shah forgave hia sister, and she came 
hack toa tran, and he wanted to give her back her job as vice 


president af ¢the> Red Cross, 


And @t one time I was ... 30 in the end I iett. iF dont 
remember if I teld Princess Ashraf or if I hed somebody tell 
her that. “F cannot be in thia false nosition. My 
mother-in-law if iady-in-weiting. JF am with you. Anycrhing 
that happens betweer the two, you wili feel that it*s either 


ior my mother-in-law who has been making some trouble.” 


She was eutreameiy nice, and I must say that moatiy i found 
eut how nice ahe was when I became responsible in part of 
touriam in fran. She wanted ne very much ta cooperate wath 
her hueband, Dr. Boushehri, whe alec head a kind of private 
teuridat organization and an agency, She was @ytremeiy nice. 


Then when we came to Paris she was very, very nice. She 
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tried ta sneoth our way, she tried ... she Knew fChat we were 
not familiar with ail the intrigues ot the Court, ao several 
times she told me to doe thia and thet, to be careful. She 


was extremely nice. Now, here she ia. 


iopity her terfibiy because f think the book she wrote, 

Faces in the Mirror, i8 @ heautiful book. [ft’*s not 

always truthiul, untortunately, because I suppose that nobody 
is ever truthful. But, IF think what happened to her, you 
know ... she was ... 8&5 a fwin very attached to her brother. 
She lost her aon, wha was a wonderiul peraan, Shahriar, a 
Wonderful person. She least her brather and she last her 
mather. They sey ber mother was like mummnitied +- never 
sind, it was her mother. And she helps, FT hear -- I havent 
seen her since tha revolution -- but I hear that ehe helpe 


iranians very, very much, 


I think one thing that cannot be denied her is Aer courage. 
They eaeccuse her of having taken money, but a friend of mine 
teld me something very interesting. She said in ... when 
Mossadegh was prime minister, hea asked the Shah to send his 
Bigter away, and She wes practically kicked out of the 
country with nothing. Her ... the sen that was kilied, 
segae8ngineted, was in treatment -- he was «a haby, he was a 
enaiil baby -~ he was in treatment in Switzteriand because they 
auspected that he hed TB -~ tuberculosis. And Moasedegh cut 


~~ that’s the etory -- cut the money to send to him until he 
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went and had the proct that it was true. 


And anyway, that friend of mine, who was very close to 
Princess fishrat, said that ane day ahe went to see her in 2 
very smali hotel where she stayed in Paris. And she had put 
4 few Knich-kKnecks, jewelry, very cheap jewelry, on the bed. 
And she toid my friend, she said; “You know, I was kicked 
dike &@® servant from the house, J waen’t even allowed to take 
any of my things. Thia is ali F was able ta bring with me. 
And my friend in Paris heiped maa te live, because I have no 
money ef all. But IF swear in front of you, that if ever the 
Situation turna fack, f shalt became a very, very, very rich 


persan.™ 


You know, one thing that peaple always Forget ta thet ne or, 
er the voyal family has received a proper, farnal higher 
education. #han you remember that, that Ashraf ta s 
seift—nade wonan —-- she tetla this in her hock, her father 
dicdn“t want her to go te tniveratty. Shes reaily 
intelligent. She learned French beautifully, she learned 
English beautifully. She learned many, many things. She was 
tac eager, hecause she wanted to serve her brother. Anyway, 
it“s very saad. ff have no judgment there fberause I think a 
person whe has sudtered as mich as she has meen F 


shouldnt saudge her. 


ta. How about the former queen, Gueen Farah? 
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A. Queen Farah -- I knew har as a yourg child. I knew her 
father very weli, her mother. fF think it’s funny that she 
waa an ooniy chiid, her father used to call her “crown of my 
head.” And her siether*’s réal name isp Taj-oal-Muloauk, it means 
the “crown o¢ the kinga.” f= don’t Know, EF really cannot say 
Peceauae BY Inpression was that she was very popuier in [ran. 
fo never saw her irmtormalty since she became queen, except 
ence -- na, I"m forgetting that when she came to Pakistan ... 


they came a¢¥eral tines. 


The firat time she came, after thase whe came to greet her 
sae She settied in the house that was put at their disnmosal. 
She caliad ma in and we walked a jittle Bit. SAe wae very 
fond oF trees end she ssked me about trees in Pakistan which 
are hbeautistui. She gshed me about seversl things. Sut I wes 


never chose £6 her, ao f reaiiy cannot say. 


I saw her taat June. I see her mother when she’s in Paris. 

I saw Queen Farah iesat June. Th was the first tine we saw 
gach other after the revolution and we cried. She kissed ne, 
if kissed her, we cried. Then she said that she wants to Live 
4 very, very retired lite with her chiidren. She doesn’t 
want fo "ix in anything, in any public things. The expressed 
a wish to itive in Paria, in France, because the French are 
aiweys vary Kind to her. You know, I told her, f£ said, "You 


ere a hit their queen. They aiways call you *Farsh Diba’. 
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“Yee,” ashe laughed. She ltkhes France. 


But people say that she organized ali these big festivels, 
@il these big eventa that, in the end, drove penple mad -— 
the coronation, the Persepolis. F remember when Persepolis 
eee When there was a talk toe celebrate the 2S centuries of 
montinucus monarchy in Iran, f was «4 member of the samail 
committee Called the reception committees and 

Tashrifat <«pretecol> and ail thet. And we used ta 

have ne@etings every week and we never achieved anything. We 
always changed our plans. In the end, I think we sil agresad 
that whet we would ... the way wé would celebrate this bid, 
important event in qur history would be by having an enormous 
congress of orientelisgts in Iran -- which <would> have been 
much better than fo have what we had. Then I went to 


Pakiatan, ao they changed it. 


But FT remember that Mr. Boushehri ... that means ..- 
Aniy-Homayoun, his name was, an oid man, whe presided over 
cur meetings. One day we toid him, “Teli His Majesty that we 
thank that this end that.” He said, “Ne tell His Majesty 
that the committees seid -.. has this kind or this opintont” 
We saaid, “Yea, of course. Why net?T”’ He said, “Never.” I 
said, “Look here, Mr. Boushehri. if His Me esty wantec tao 
Bettia everything himself, why ahould he have committees? Is 
he wants committees, it“ because Wa were supposed to give 


advice.” “Na, no, no. Noathing doing.” 
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i really wouldrm“t know what kind of s&s Derson she <Hboeen 
Fareah> is. if am sure that she ... She was impatient. TT 
remenher one day we saw her before we left tor Pakiatan, and 
she asid, "I*m so eager to heip His, Majesty; I¢m so eager to 
make Iran known alt over the worid for our history, our 
eivilization, our arts. But I have often the impression that 
paoconle don’t foliscw me. If don“t know why." So she reit 


that. 


fou Know thera was a lack of understanding of whet realiy 
people want 4... personaliy, for instance. dAlthough I*m not 
lett-ninded cr anything, but practical. I think that she 
shouid never have alinwed them to set a achool for her 
chaidren -- apart. The OCrown Prince should have gone to a4 
public school: he shoyld have been Kicked and he shavid have 
kicked. And I remember one day, I criticized that. in front 
of somebody who was cicee to her, and they eaaid,. “Gh weil, 
but you Know in this achesi they have the san of the gardener 
Bid the son of the cook and the san of fhe...."° FI said, 
“Look here, they stiil ame the gardener of the Court and the 
cook of fhe Court. He must meet reesei peeplie. He sheuld ga 
to = public achool. He sheuld have friends who are not fram 


the Court,’ and ali that. I think that was = nietake. 


Eo realiy dont Kknaw what nerf of ... what to say about her, 


heceuse she was yery popular. What strikes me now, when they 
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sey, “Well, Khémeini atarted to make traublie in the middie of 
the *7Os8" and ali that, is that all the propaganda against 
the royal family started much, much, much eariiter than thet. 
When the Gueen had her baby at this hospital in the mouth of 
the city, I wasn worried, I ssid, “Ny God, they will say that 
it*s not her chiid.” Luckiiy the chiid tooked so much Like 


hia father that they stopped saying that... 


But I remember the bove of the royai famity. IF remember I 
was shopping, and I saw a young aegqriciituraltist worker, yoru 
know, ane of these peasants, walking -.. coming across the 
other way and jguat crying, crying: “Khanan, Khanomi" Tf 
theught tt was a hegger, something happened. ft seid, “What*s 
the matter with your” and I saw ali the ¢are having 
Cflashing?> their light<s> and hooting and honking. FF waa in 
my ao. YOu Know, concentrating on what FT was doing. = seid, 
“Shat*s the matter?” He seid, “Khanoam, tt“*s a son, 1f*s @ 
aon!’ Io ssid, “Gh, good for you,” TF thought he head a son, 

He said, “No, Khanom, ovr Sheh has an heir.” The people were 


aco happy when they heard “an heir”. 


Then, very, very insidiously, they started having smail 
yumorea here sshd there. There wae, you know, there wae 
sonewhere Bone peaple who were spreading these rumors. I 
renenber they said that the young prince waa desi-mnute. And 
then my hbueband used ... st the tine when he was directing 


security, he used to have an audience with the Shah two tines 
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@ week. And in spnmer it waa in Sa*“dabad, and he said ... 

where it was more relexed ... “And £his time the Littie boy 
was on Aisa father’s Knee, and he apoke French, end he azid 

this and that.” I said, “I knew he ween“t mute.” But I 


asked my husband, I aaid, “Sc he*a net a mute?” 


He said, “What ia that?’ = said, “Bon“t you know, you, head 
of security, that they have spread the rumex that the Shah 
cannot speak, and then they said that hia handa were Tike 
those of a duck. and they said that the Gueen’s ears were se 
large that they had te cut then.” They said sabsoiutely 
anything, anything -- the mest fantastic rumors. And they 
would spread them, Jet tt remain in the people, and of course 
it ¢sapread> from the higher rank of the gociety down. ta the 
emaliest village: and it was embellished and enlarged and ali 
that. There were many, many rumors, you know. It was 
fantastic. And w@ ara aiways ready to believe everything, 
because I always say, “font forget that we are the country 
of a ane thousand and one nighte* tales.” We like tales. 


Fepecitaily when they concern kings and queens and princesses. 


a. Did you ever meet Mr. Aiea, Hossein Alar 


A. Yes, many times, You know, Hossein Ala was a kind oF 4.. 
he wae aliways in reserve whenever the government was upset, 
and until they found = new prine minister he would fii4 the 


interim. He was very nice. He was, you know, he was known 
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for his puns, and he was, 2 think he was quite nice. In the 
last years of her Life, If knew hia wife very weti +- and his 
nether, He wes aiso a man of ... what we giways called, you 


know, Wery courteous, very Learned, and very nice. 


a, fo you Know the circumstances under which he was sart of 


discharged from the Ministry of Court? 


A. Ne. No, I don’t renenber. When wea that? 


GQ. Hé satd after the iSth of Khordad riots, he and some 


ethers head met together and had diacusased...7 


A, If don’t, EF den*’t Know resiiy. 2 woutdn*t know, fF reaily 


don’t remember, 


Gne thing F can teli you, because I know -- I knew, I meen, 
Ala, ff not personaliy, F mean to Speek to hin oer to discuss 
with him, he would never ... he was the type whe wouldnt 
discuss with &@ woman of my age. He wae of the oid school. 
But TI can tell you that IF don’t Heiteve he was the type to 
intrigue against the Shah. Iodon*t knew, It was in “62, 


“O37 


G,. This is what ida said, yes. 


&. F dont knew, I really dan’t Know, 
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GO. And Or. Eghbai?t Oid you know hint 


A. Ahf Tf Knew him very, very well. He used to cail ne 
“Khanom, Kheanom-ha” <Llady of the ladies>. If mét Or. Eqghhat 
first -- you Know he was a physician, specialist in the 
Parssitic diseases end he wan ... he vaed to comé .3 bring 
his petients ta Nagmiyeh Hospitel. and at. the tine he becane 
az. Ll used to pull hia leg because he became minister of post 
and telegraph, and then he became minister of things that had 
nething ta with his specialty. and #8 a prime minister ... i 


wouldn“t «.. T Know be remained a long tine prine minister. 


if be achieved anything speciel, IF cannot say. At feast he 
kept the country eefe and sound. Whenever he wae prime 
ninister -~- I think he became prime minitater twice, F“m not 
Bure -- peonle Felt. gate: and I nean every class of people, 
not only the top class. Things were running amocothiy without 
any big deciarations, big movementsa. I knew him very well. 
ivm giad he died before aii the troubles atartec, because he 
Wan 60 devoted te his country and to public service. He wee 


anbitzoaue, tLhat*s sure. 


I remember he had a terrible fight with Heanacur, they nearly 
Cena fo <> fist fight af the reception at the efficer’a 
ciuh. 6nd 4 few deaya later there was s dinner tarty et the 


French Embesay, end T wae seated beside hin, and he deserihed 
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to me all that big trovblie. And he s#id, “Yau Know, it’s 
fantastic! I trained Mensour. I made him what he wasn. How 


dare he ta speak to me jike that in public?” 


Then after dinner he toch me aside, on 4 small sofa, and the 
whole evening he taiked to me. I was so embarrassed hecauwse 
Io said, "My goodness, they will think that Im ..- he’s 
apeaking about my husbend“a job or something like that.“ And 
everybody was careful not te come near. And he seid, "I will 


Send ypoulsss- He said, “You know, I cannot atand ta be 
humiliated ithe that. Atfher all, I have heid every high 


office in thia country.” 


And the next day he sent me, by messenger, & Dbookiet in three 
languages (French, Engiash, and Persian} Listing sil his 
decorations, aii his career and ail thet. and when we ... 
wou know what we do, what we call “nast-mortens” after the 
yeception, amy husband and 1 in the car, I told him, “You #zxnovw 
what Ds Eghbel tald me?° He saic, “Ha, no, mo. He dadn“t 
hoid “all the highest, higher offices in this country.” He 


never hecame chier-of-starr.i* 


The key was, I think he ..,. when he had this fight with 
Nansoauxr it was over the audden increase of the price of 
kerosene and ges in the middie of winter. My husband wae 
mad, because he went to the Shak and said, “How can you miiaw 


thet, when veonle, three-quarters of this country, are 
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heeted, cack their food. and everything wtth keresene, with 
petrol and sii, aliow then te increase it -- double it 
Suddenly?" And there waa an ECAFE «UN Economic Commission 
Leia Fer Esest> coenterence in Tehran, and there was a4 
reception far them. “and Eghhal told me that.... Mansour 
Wah priha Rinister of course. Eqghhbai went to Mansour and 
said, “You knew, I think youve been a bit hersh. Dan’t you 
think that you should at ieast telenhone ta me ae héaed of the 
National Oi1 Campany to see if the time i8 good for such an 


increase?" 


GG. You mean this was done without the knowledge of the head 


et the ait company, <the> head of the SAVAKT 


A. No, mo, no. No, no, no, £ecause my hueband, fe eaid...- 
IT remember the Shah saw Hessen, and he said, “What heve you 
done to the prime minister? He came almast crying here_” 

fnd Hassan said, “Well, TF had # big fight with hin.” Because 
Hansour used to teil ne, “Khanom, I iove your husband. If I 
head been &@ women I would have anatched him from you.” Welt 


-- cospliments.. 


My busaband went to him and he mede a hig acene, He said, 
"rm in charge of the security of this country. Bo you knaw 
bow much security depends on the well-being of peopiet And 
here you go, in the middle of the winter of Iran -- which isa 


4 very harah and bec one ~~ increasing, doubling the price of 


Soest 
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Oil, domestic oii and alsa of gas. Do you want a 
revalution?’ And you Know, people were so mad. There was a 
seying thet ftaxi-drivera used to aay! “I would like to drink 
Mansour’s blood with a small spoon te last my pleasure.” And 
he was aseeaseainated oy these Fade“iyan-e Eslom, which ... whe 
are ... @nd nobody s6ems to attach any importance to that 


part of the Moalem brotherhoad. 
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Tanne Hot 4 


G. I find it amazing that such a decision could have been 
nade without the knowledge of or consuiteation with these 
important peonle. Wasa thia typical of what you had seen in 


iran? 


A. Ko, no, it wasn“t. Ft was typical of Hansour but not af 
Fran. Mansour was extremely eager to hecome prime minister 
-- ¥Yery, very eager. And he very cleverly, with hia Friends 
~- they calied the coat do chachk cyacket with two 

venta>, @if these technocrats -- they spread the idea that 
the time of old-fashioned politicians, af the sage and the 
wise Han, wee OYer. The country must be run by technocratea 
on technical and economical lines. He was @ specieliet of 
economy, You know, And sac he started ... he and his friends 
-- 7 wouldn’t say that ne did 4£ or that he wrote « plan, 


bleek and white -- But thet was the feeling before he became 
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pYime minister, that ali the people like Bahbal, like Ala, 
fike whoever, they were sc... you know, they were remains 
from the paat, and they were too much subservient to tha 
Shah*’s wilti, Nat that they were revoiutionzries, but they 


Wwented.saas 


You know, it’s a fascinating thing toa observe that everywhere 
in the country, somehow the less Leftist people are proud ta 
have jieftiat ideas. It gives them the feeling that they are 
very Gpen-minded, which is @ mistake. They“re not 
open-minded, they“re tust victins of the good sropagands. 
Anywey, they spread thia word: “Make the room for the young 
pecpie, the young generation. Your tine is over.” Okay? 

So, it was ... dt had coma eoncie. sont that reaiiy, F wauld 
say, @{l ftaiea public opinion was a ane ar for fflanacur toa 
become prime intnister. I would say 22 had come to the point 
that. the Shah had no option except -.- anh the Shah 
apparentiy was with them. Buh again, it wi 165 at the tine 


the Shah was wiser: he knew thet reversing, you Knaiw, ihe 


whole thing, too fast wes dangercus. 


4nd ac he.... Weli, my huaband agreed, everybody agreed that 
the price of ..+ the internal price of ail the sil products 
wae sitecben wipe too low, It waan*’t fair, it waen"t .-. they 
didn’t dare toe increage it because Moseadegh ~- not. Mossadegh 


himself, Sut his entavrage -~- had sapreed the word thet 1f we 


nationalize Git, every Ivanisn will receive ® can of oil for 


=~ Fo 
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free and #6 much money for free. SG ali these products were 
ridiculousiy low in Tran. But stiti,; you resliy have tad 
ehoose your time. Ji they had deme it in the middie of the 
BunKer, people wouldnt have Feit it se much. But it wes 


right in the middle of winter in Tehran. 


Anyway, he had to go hack, so he ... he gave decrees on this, 
I den‘t knew. But that was a very, very Bad impression and 
he put himself in terrible danger. Not sco much for this oil 
question, but because he was too medern. And Fada*iyan-e 
Ealam, whe had throughout the reign af our iate Shah 
assaseinated sa many peanle, they decided they wiil 


asnassinate him too. 


@. In about 1976, 1971, you were in...? 


A. Paris: 


Gi. You were in Psaeria. If f renerber correctiy, thats the 
tine when s0me of these atseassinations, which jater on we 
found out were the worka of the Hojahedin and the 
Gherik-hay-e Fada“iy-a Khalg, began in Iran. Mow your 
husbend had been head of SAVAK for a number of years ... did 
he have any tingering interest in these questiona?t Wae h= 
troubled by these avyente in Irant Oifd jae have any thouchta 


on. these things? 
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A. Of courae he had. Uf course he had. First of ail 
because he wRE & great patriot. And to my Bhame, If found 
thia ont -- ta what point he was 2 great patriot -- quite 
fate in life, 7 thought he was like ahybody, Iike alli af us, 
i meen, loving our cowntry. But his Leve of his country went 
beyond that, it went with a very high ideal af service, 
public service, and a very high ideal of the honor,sas he 
eaid, ct being an officer, a soldier. fF resiiv hadn’t 


thought that, you Know, Chat he Was..-. 


He wan @ mijitearist;: he waa «a Boldier in the beautiful senas 
of the word. He was very, very worried because ..,. weil, he 
knew exactiy, you know, he was a great speciatiat in ail 
these aubversion questions. He had studied the thing fron 
cicse. And aleo because as, representative ot the Shah and 


the gevernment, he was constantly esked, you know.... 


@. fn France? 


Aw eweesthaliengead. Although in France they ioved hin, they 
reepected him very, very much, as I told you. But stiil, he 
wae challenged, not aa General Haasan Pakravan peraonaily, 
hut as the representative, eas the officisi representetive, of 


his country in France. 


And he had to ... snd he vaed to say that, “Ef you Lae 


violence, you will meet violence. If these young teopie 
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don’t want te ... obtain whatever they want.... First af 
aii, we paver knew what they wanted. You see, fLhey nevar 
Baad whet they wanted. And we know very weil in other 
countries, where peopie have aaid that they wiilt kali, and 
put Homha, and go intoa terrorisatic actions, it*s to oabtain 
demacracy, it*a not tije. We know thet for s fact -- ifs 
moat true at ail, it*s te establish another ... 8 very, very 


bad dictatorshin.™ 


530 he was .,.. we were all of us, worried Because, firat of 
@il, it’s not very nice to see ... they don’t do it now... 

< told. several of my newanaper triende, I said; “Whenever 
there was someone arrested, ater they had thrawn...." First 
or ati, they atweys threw bomis in public piaces, kijting 
innocent pecpie. They never tried to kill an important 
Berson, hever. Kecause these who Hilled inportant peracona 
were nat the Mojyahedin, they were the Fada‘iyan-e Eslanm. 

They were the integrista «7+, the fanatical Moalems. Sa that 
waa eorneathing which really didnt sappeai to me, because f 
said, “If they reeliy want ta de ... to go for kiiling, why 
da they kiil chiidren? Why de they kiil poor women? Why do 


they Kill peopla who go about their business?” 


@. It seunda bike he agreed with whatever response the 


government wags giving to these probiema. 


A. Ko. He wpeen’t. You know, if wasn ..-. no, mo, it waan’t 
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that at ali. I doén*t kndaw what Kind of response the 
government geyve ... if was to 8#rrest them, it was ta put then 
te death. Host of the time they were Killed in fighting, you 
know, in street fighting. But ke was ... he never agreed 
with vaictence for violence’s sake. He never agreed with the 
nadnese® which ted peomie tea Kili in order ta acive prabilama. 
He théeught it never soived anything. Ha thought that one has 
ta go te the root: why? Neturealiy, these pecapie dant 


realize that they were nanipulated. 


You knrow, tt*s very, Verpy....- fF think it’s very ... at the 
Same time it“a a very simple and very complies question, this 
question of terroarisn. Don’t forget that it was the time 
when Mao Tae-Tung wea extremely poputer among aii the youths 
of ail the world. Don’t forgat that from “G6, starting in 
fmerica, untdl “727, “73, the whole wortd had ... was 
experiencing thia troubie with its young peonle and the 
univeraity people. You Know, it was Lhe same in Pekisaten, it 


was the same if...- 


I renember zt the time, I told ny bhuahand, i said, “Tan“t. 
this funny, Hassan, that this same kind of trouble is arising 
in countries as different aa Anerice, Pakistan, Iran, Jordan, 
Lebanon -- everywhere -- India, The Philippinest It*a aa if 
somebody archestrated the whole thing.” He said, “Yes, it 
feoks like it, doean“t itt” And when I ssid that to French 


frientia of mine, “Gh,” they said, "Cone on, come on. You are 
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dreaming. Who ia orchestrating that?’ Arnaud d& Boarchgrave, 
the head ef the Neweweek publication in France, he 

atartedc ... he was the tarst one to stert about this 
information .-. that the Fuseiens had invented ... and the 
orchestration. You know that they have pract now that all 
the péace movements, for instance, are -- without their own 


knowledge -- financed by the Fast. 


w. Did he ever discusse..-7? 


A. Peonle didn*t understand. 


G. .-.--his successor, General Neasiri, as the head of SAVAK?T 
What be theught cf the way be was running the organization 


funclear>7? 


A. My husband? 


a. Yes, 


A. First of all, he had no ... he didn’t reelly distike ... 
it was @ surprise that he wes nominated, because when 
Adjevi-Kia was sent to Germany, they decided, the Shah said 
that. he wanted Fardoust toa become the second-in-command, but 
with a title of Ghe“enm Megham <Deputy>. And ny 

Ausband thought it was to prepere Fardoust te repiace hin 


eventuaiiy, because fhe head of SAVARKR never steyed more then 
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four years in his job. So he wea a bit surprised when Nasiri 


WEE nomingted. ie 


Nasiri -- my husband liked hin as a calleague. Yau know that 
he was... he had no reputetion for intetiigence end not at 
ail for any kind of intellectual achievement. He wasn’t a 
man to read, he wasn’t a man ta.... And he waa blindly 
devoted to fhe Shah. And he was of the same construction 
e?>, as the Moyahedin. You know? That means that pecpie wha 
think that brutal netheds are better than other ways. it*s 
the kind of attitude the Iranian fathers have with their 
ehildren, “Khafeh sha,” “shut up, you’re not big enough ta 
Say anything.” You know, “You’re going to be put to breed 
and water.“ A chifd, 8 Persian chiic, when he’s sHali, he 
has mo right ta doa anything. He must obey. Well, if was a 
kind of transfer, you know. He said, “I am in authority. 

You are young people, you dan*t understand anything- Shut up 
er elze.” 

So, we didn“t have such a great reapect for ... I don’t think 
my husband approved: but he would never criticize in thet, f 
mean, BUbiicly. He had either to criticize publiciy <ar> 
resign. And some people reproached him, they said, “thy 
didn’t you resign?" He said, “It ail thase who couid have a 
kand of infiuence on tha Shah and his policy resigned, then 
wa‘d ieave the whole country to those whe infivence him in 


the bed direction.” 
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Nasiri -- I don*t knew. I personally, I didn’t like hin very 
much, You see, there is one thing -- Nesiri didn’t have a 
good reputation. There was a very sad story af -- IT dant 
remember -- of a chiid of his baing.... There were all kinds 
of stories running. I don*t want to repeat them bhecauge I 
dan’t believe in spreading this. But there is one thing, you 
Kui tt. There is @ saying, fo say that th wife of Caesar nust 
Be shove suspicion, which neansa that when you are in «4 
responaibie position, like the King, the Iranian king, the 
Shah, is, no matter what you know to the good of the people, 
you must also take ianto account their renutation, deserved or 
undeserved. But still, it’s sad ... if somehody has a very, 
very Dad reputation, you den’t give him public 


responsibility. 


i don’t think that Nasirid was @ bed man. I don’t think he 
WaG &@ Crouei man. I think he was.... You know many people 
ere lazy, fy which I nean that they orefer to settieae 
immediateiry something rather than to think about it and to 
find offer means. Do you Know what IT mean? And he was a 
mijitery man in the net-se-gooad sense of the word, a 
azacipiinarien, too etrong. But 2 wouldnt say thet he was a 
eruel man, F don*t think he was. F think thet the 


propaganda, again, againeat hin was terrible. 


Q. When your husband was director of SAVAK and you were in 
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Tehran, wea it difticult being married and in the public eye 
-- ditfricult in your daily iitet? Was it ditricuit heing 


nexyried to the person who waa head ar Savant 


&. Yes. Il] teli you jin whet wey. Not in the wey you 
think. It wes difgficuit -- Ivll give you a amail example. £f 
was shopping one day at Chahar Rah~e Nenouchehri 

“Manouchehr Junctions», and se bicyeie.... And I wes a 
eustomer there at these several shops. aA bicycle, 4a cyciast, 
want by on the sidewaik, and he hurt me, and he wounded me, 
and I sterted ta bieed. Peaple jumped at hin and caught him, 
and they said, “Khanom, we wilt send him to the nalice.” Tf 


aeaid, “Na, piease. Lat him go.” 


O,. You fiad ... presumably you fad gquarda with yout 


A. Ho, never. Never, for heaven’s salket How eawfult Never! 
the shopkeepers said, “Khanom, let“. take him, grab him. 
Give hin to the police.” i said, “Noa, piecase don*t.” Then 
my driver ssid, “Khanom, we must do something.” i: said, 
"Siesse, den’t.” Anyway, I fanished my job: we went home. TF 
had # dreseing on the vound. Tt was just a scratch, Sut 1.f 
went Kleeding freely. and the driver said, “Khanom, but why?’ 
tT afid, “Look here, He was in the wrong because he waa oan 
the sidewaik. He hurt me, he wounded,,. But the moment the 
police Iearn who he has hurt, then I don’t give much for the 


lige oF this poor fellow.” 
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in that sense it was very bad. That wherever I went, it was 
the red carpet. ft was .s. yau Knew I told you about this 
iittie welfare society that we wanted to establish, and in 
the end, I saw it was ... the whole project was stuck 
somewhere and they told me, atuck at the Hiniatry of the 


Enteritor.: Soa ft went with General Schtudach ¢?f? there. 


QO, Who? 


A. General Schtudach. He was a general, he was the chief of 
the sir service stetit, he was retired. He was of Austrian 
erigin. So we went there, and we were very Bbadiy received by 
*# fat, big official. And I saw that reeliy J had ta do 
something. I never geaid who i was. I said, “Well, these 
regcuiatians of ovurea have been through ail tha steps, 
including through the security organization, whose head is my 
huebend, teneret Pakravaean.” The man j3rmaped, you know: “Bring 
some chairs! Gring some teaf Khanam, why didnt you tell 
met" T seid, “Why, does 2 make any difference? I waa the 
same person a few minutes ago when you received me sa badhy.* 
EF didn’t sey that, of course -- I thoveht it. I was so mad, 


you know, =f was AG mac, 


And Io remember aise a remerk I made to somebody who said, 
“Yeo, His Excellency, in thea high position that he 


occupies...." = said, “Piense, I step you right here. SBan’t 


-— FF = 
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make & nisteke. His Excellency ..-+," I mede that, you know, 
I said, “My husband never becomes someone because of his 
pasitior » His pesaltion gets some credit hecause my huaband 
is at the head eof it. Bo you understand thatt" I said, 
‘Whather my htegband ia at the head 4f something ar net, heli 
still he the man he is.” But unfortunately, whenever they 


ask. himwsa. 


You Bnow, it“sa funny, f realived that years later.... Yau 
Know the story of Hercules and the stables of the Hing 
Augeus, that he went to clean? Whenever some organization 
caught for itself a very bad reputation, my huebend was 
catilead te mend it. When it was wended, he wae sent somewhere 
aice. Tt was the same as Chief G-2: it wes ‘the same for the 
(sganizeation of Security; it waa the sama .- * Mini-try of 
Gnteérmation -- it was, leas perhaps. Itt was sane for the 
anbagaedor to Pakisten. Pecause the Shah said te my husbend, 
"You Knew, Fm sending you to Pakistan because the Pakistanis 
conpisin thet we eiwayah send secend-rate amnbassaders. And 
this ie 3 mieston I give te you. You aust reesteblisah ovr 
good relationship, because Pakiatan is. very important for 


us.” The same in Paris, ‘You see? 


Hse You know, yesra later there waa this event where I 


helieve that Mr. Sabeti’s wite hed gone to @ store,...- 


A. Yea, FI know, F Know, I knew. This wan horrible, 


- {7 «= 
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@. How did you feel when you heard about that? 


A. = was absoiutely mad. I was in Iran. ¢ was the madder 
thet the man who Killed that young msn had been our guard 
when my hushand was head of the organization. We Had twa 
guards. Not at the same time -- you Kknaw, they were oan 
shifts. And hia name vas Ja’fari. Well, Sabeti was the man 
Whoa said, “Moghtaziyat-¢ zaman’ «the expediency of the time>. 


Remember I’ told you? 
Q. ft realized that. 


A. And I knew the peonle: if mean through other people, Ff 
Rnew whose ... Lhis young pan was fiance 7-7 to be 

harried. de sccompanied his future mother-in-law and his 
future wite to Lhe Charles Jordan ¢ahoe shops twhich was rot 
e real Charles Jordan anywayo. and, as FT was toid the story, 
Madame Sabeti was there. FY never met. her -- if I had, IT 
don’t. remember —_— And that’s ecoe WHEN you asked me if 7 
Red guards wherever IT went, she had guards. She chose sore 
eves and when she came to pay, she realized that her purse 
wae not there ... in her bag, F mean. Her money bag was not 
there. So ahe atearted ta make « Gig te-do, and the 
shop-owner , knowing who she xvas, closed all the doorea, And 
he aaid,; Hobady.«-<" Ho, na, not. the ahapkeeper ~~ thia 


Suard cane in and he said, "Close ali the doors and we «ere 
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going to aearch people.” The lady, the future mother-in-law, 
Beid, “We have tinished cur business. We have net stolen 
anything. We are reapectanie people. We ara going ta go 
out." He said, “No, you cannot ga out.” and he stepped then 
at the doar, which was a big glesas pane. And he, the fiance, 
Baw that fram the car, 5c he jumped to rescue Kis flancee, 


and the other man juat tack Gut hig gun and he shat. 


And there were the funerelis, the ceremonies -- you knew. And 
Ehe woman wan so sorry, she wanted ta goa -- to attend. 


Stupid woman, she wanted te attend £he funerals. 
RQ. Madame Sabeaétiy 


fie Yea, And they told ther, “fKhanoam, cone if you want. But 
if pou cote, you must know yau will be torn to pieces.” And 
what shocked me even more wae that they arre-ted Ja“fer:. 


How could...7 
‘Gd. Thay anmrested hint 


A. They arrested Ja“tari, fhe man who shot the young man. 
You see? Wherecns he waan*’t responsible. He was given a gun, 
and he said, “You guard Hademe Sebeti. If anything heprens 
hes her, you shoot.” Thet’a right. Tt WAS RE piagin ax that, 
Ntherwise he woukdn’t have ahot. Why he never ahot anybody 


when he was in my house, He dadn“t even have a gun, TF 


7 -~ id - 
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helieve, 


so, I renenmber ... that was one of the things that you aust 
put a8 one of the causes of the f[ranian revolution, fF wee sc 
gad, I told my husband, I said, “Go and See the Shah. 
Please, go and see Rim. Yell hin thet the whale truth must 
he told. Febeti must he arrested, and his wite, and the 
shop-owner, averybody. And this. man, of course, because he 
oheyed, he was just a pawn.” I said, “You must. The wheie 
town knawa the truth. “hy hide it?” I was very mad. © must 
say. And Io wad 20 mad, that when there was 4 dinner perty 
arranged at the club -- the tantastic club made by the 
H#inilatry of Foreign Affairs, in Deraasahib tdistrict> --~ IT saw 
the iist and I toid. the hest, f said, “If yau sit me beside 
sabeti, I wiil never spesk fo you again.” and f turned ry 
back, £ Was meyer pitting beside hin. fF wae sitting away, 


and whenever he addreased me I showed him my shoulder. 
@. Did your husbend decide to apeak to the Shah about this? 


A. I don’t rezember. I knaw thet he Wa &iso very, Very 
mad. Perheps he did. Perhaps he did. I eon’t know. Tt was 
a time when I...-. Na, fo, mo. He was in hospital. That’s 
right, I didn“t say thet to him. Et was when he had bis 
heart atteck. IF dan’t renember axectiy the Cates. Ha, no, 


ne. 
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w. When you came back trom France, then what post did your 


husband have? 


4&4. Weli, you know, there were tany rumnora when he was in 
France. First of aii, peopie said, you know, that according 
to the Iranian reguiastions, the Ministry of Foreign Attaira, 
4 han tea nominated for tour yesra, and he can have an axtre 
year and funnily enough, I don’t know why, in another niace 
-- Which is Btupid, beceuse you dan’*t nominate someone one 


Year ambassador anyway. 


So we had already two yeara, three years, in Pakisten, and 
when the Shah insisted that he wanted Hassan, because Hoveida 
asid, “You know, I Keem on asking Hia Majesty fo male 
Pakravan ... Hassan minister end he refuses, he says, “fF need 
him.” i teil His Nejeaty if need Pakravan. He said, “I need 
him even more than you.” Fortuneteiy £ dant know how far, 


how true if is. 


Anyway, the Shah inaieated that my huabend shouid becone 
enbaesadar in Paris. But we thought 2a was eniy for two 
years, eccording tao regulations. Sut he toid ardeshir Zehedi 
om thet Ardeshir Zahedi teid se himeseif -- “F don’t know, you 
manage with your reguistions. I want fakravan to stay the 
ubéle four yeara in Paria.” Soa we steyed the whole four 


yeare in Paria -- even a little bit nore, a few days more. 
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But the runoarea atarted immediately: “Ah, you know your 
husband iss being recé&liited.” If said, “Look here, my husband 
Should have been two yearea in Paris. It*s been four years." 
4nd my bushand always said you had to ... TF mean, toe respect 
regulations or else what was the maint of having them? Sc 
they aaid ... and they started to, “Ah, (you iknow}, ywour 
husband wiil be recalied because he’s going to be nade prime 
minister.” This sort of thing. “He*s going to be recaitied 
to he made minister of foreign affairs.” And I had prenared 
&® reply. I said, “Look here. My hushand i838 an army man, 
aithough retired. S¢ a general is supposed to brepare war -- 
or @t iesst to prevent war. The minister of foreign aifeirs 
is supposed to take peace between usa. Sa how can you have an 
acny tan at. the head of the ministry?" Things like that to 


try fo nake people atoy their atupid rumors. 


Anyway, wy husband thotight ... he had been for years, you 
know, in public service, Khe thought he would retire and 
retire in Paris, because he iiked France very much. Then he 
head te go back toe Iran to settic ... £ mean, he conidn’t just 
“gay goodbye. He had toe go and see the Shah, make hia final 
report, and ali thet. And we pred 4a piece af tand there and 


he Bea id, "You know, I would itke ta buidid this house." 


And the Shah ... everybody thought that he would be made at 
ieeast senator. And ha wes made ... he received the job of 


that femona Boushehrt FI tetd you sbout. 1% was “Hoahaver-e 
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Aliy-e Daxbar’, high counselor of the Miniatry of Court. And 
my husband just hated the job, you know, because tt wane woe 
he had the feeling that he coutid Be ac useful, and that it 
WEES JUStE, You know, & 36b jJuat fo get a asalary and nothing 
else. So he gsaked to have his office saomewhere downtown 
because he couldn’t atand these goings and comings in the 


Court end aii thia gossiping and aii that. He waa there. 


And then he had his, heart atteck. And eventually, in the 
end, I wonid asy at the end of this, or the end of the summer 
oF 1576, he was.... First of sii, here T must say that 
throughout ... when the trouble sierted in fren, mow and then 
BOmMG@k.. fy would telephone or cali st the house or in hia 
office, “Please, General, go and say this, and this, and thia 
te the Shah.” Gr they came to our house, "Please, you must 
qo to the Shah. Yeu are the only person that he will iisten 
£0." And my hoaband would sey, “No. No, ma, no.» The Shah 
d¢esgn“t see te. He never receives me. if am guite cut 
aside.” Seo one cay, IT teid him, £F seid, “Now why dao yout aay 
auch fhinge? First of ali, it’s undignified, because we Live 
in the Persian seciety. If you sey that you are out of 
favor, people wilk add te if and aay that youve been kicked 
aut. 4nd secondly, you haven*t tried. 4sh for an audience. 
if he refuses, okay, then you*il resign and we’ll go back te 


Paris. 


ft‘a funny, that in some cases he was very shy, you know.,Sa 
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he went to the Sheh. dnd the Shah.... He asked for an 
esudience, and the Shah immediately agreed, and he stayed 
guite 4# long time. And when he came back, he was so upset, 
S60 moved, you Know. And he wasn*t 4 man te show his 
feelings, he had very’, very good control af hinmsel#. He 
said, "You know, I’ve never been sa touched in my iige."” He 
agid, “You knaw, i“ve been working with the Shah closely 
Since both of uf were young men.” Hs said, “It’s the First 
time he asked me personal questions +- he never did. He 
asked about you end ail the children by name. He made 
personal remnarks +--+ he never did that.” Hea said, “You know, 
I think he likes ma suite weli.” © said, “Qf course he Likes 


you.” Sa I teid him. de sasid, “I said thia and theat...." 


The reaily important thing he told him.,... We had been on a 


ke 


trip tea Kashan, and we had te crésa the famcua south of 
Tehran. Io couldn*t helieve ny eyes! I just covidn*t believe 
By eyes. The conditiona in which people lived! You know, it 
wae incredible!t They lived, some of them, in pena, 
compietely patched up -- with pieces ci nylon on it. The 
Qpen-air ..2, Cansis were heaped with dirt, garbage. The 
water was Biack, ameiiy. You could not imagine what. it was. 
You cannet visualize that. And thet was worrying my huaband 


a0 much, 36 the firat thing he said, he said.... 


G. When was the last fine you had seen thet? IF mean, the 


time before that? 
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oe 
A. Seventies, I think. Well, I waan’t in Tehran for nany 


yeara, you know. 
G. Sa you Aadn“t Been it for nanny years? 


A. Noa. @e had gone to...? I had predicted right. YF asid 
that Git. wifl be ... go from bad to worge. It was in “76 or 
“77 that we went on this trip to Tabaz -- not Tabaz, Natanz 
and Kashan -- I don’t remember. Anyway, the important thing 
is that we were terribiy worried, and my husband told him in 
that firat audience. de said, “You know, this i2 how the 
‘people live there.“ He said, “Xf you’ré not going to do 
immediately something, from 4 himan point of view, da if for 
your own safety. Berauge this is a powder keg. Two nilliian 
peécpie iiving like that in your capital Gity 28 Going te 
explode and we*li all be swept Sy the expiesion.” And he 
showed photographs te the Queen the next day. It wea tan 
late, too Tete, too late. There is a4 beeok written by Alan 


Paton called Toa Lete the Phajarone. 
W. Foo Late -~,.- #hatt 


&. The Phalerope. Phataroepe ia «a South African bird. 
Anyway. So “efter thet, the Sheh saw ny husband very often. 
And this ia where he said .,. he said, “You Know, the Shek, 


my imspresesiton ia that the Sheh, whenever he sees me, if like 
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& man who drowna and sees some aafety, you know, to which toa 
Gling.” Then he would come ... one day, he said, “Hes 
completely flattened.“ I seid, “What da you mean?” We 
Siways spoke French. “Applagque, <is> what FY mean, 
fisttened.” dea said, “You Know, he saw the present. He 
Baid, “Une day he says, “I’m going ali the way to democracy. 
T’m going to give toteli freedom. I think that weve made a 
fterribie mistake. Well have free electidns, we*li have free 
press, well have freedom of expression, freedom of 
everything, criticism and everything. It*s time to have it.” 
Nest day he“Ii Be camnletely crushed by the hatred, you Hnaw, 
because he knew about the criticisn, he knew ebout the 
grudge, fie knew about everything. The only thing that fealiy 
killed him was the hetred. Because until 2 Pau Weeks eqa he 


was loved and peopie iooked up to him.” 


3a the last measure fo save the house was te nominate ay 
huaband ¢to be> in complete charge of all the administration 
and finance of the Hinitstry of Court. And he was mad, he 


Gidn“t fiike it. Ke said.... 
GQ. This wae when Hoveidea was there or Ardalan? 


&. Na, no. Hoveitda waern“t. Noa, no. Tt was ALL-Ghoiz 


Aragalor.s— 


find he said, “Ive become ... finished my career #s chief 
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accountant of this.” I said, “Dariing, you*re not the chiet 
accountant.” They always used my husband for his good name 


-- in all sincerity, you Knav, not to cancutlage. 


GQ. Why did he eaeccept thia? 


4. Itwaa hia sense of service. F mean, he said, “Paor 
frdalan, IF cannot drop him, poor cid man.” 4nd everybody 
eangratuilated him because thay thaught he was ... he’s becone 
~~ people are so sthupid. S11 these ranks and positions ~- he 
Gidn*t care abovt that. Sut one day he came, he was 
absolutely mad. He said to the king, he eaid, “You Know, 
Maszseaty, I don“t want any interference.” SBecsuse there were 
aoveral families, since the time ot the tate Shah, the other 
Shah, whe had, you know, @ atrong hold aver aii the 
mectivitias of the Shah, sc much so that one day my husband 
said, “You know,.,..° He came back from the office, he said, 
"You know, we den’t have one Shak.” jt said, “What do you 
mean?’ Ha said, “We have at least twelve af then. And the 


Weakest is. the one who wears the crown.” 


GQ. The “weakeat'’T 


A... The “weakest”. That’s what my husband satd., I’il never 
forget it. Bersuse all these, you knew, the several families 
were all the time, traditioneliy, in the Court. They reaiiy 


did exactiy as they wished. 
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Q. You mean, the sisters and brotheraTtT 
A. Na, na, no -- officials. 

a, Really? 


A. Yes, tike the Benbehania, people like that. Thuy weuid 
never give un. 4nd my husband hac to fight, which he heated, 
because the order was that no expense in the Court, no kind 
of project or anything couid go directiy to the Skah, But go 
through my husband. And he had to agree to something 
fantastic. He said, “You know, they are renovating, I don*t 
itnow what, for 30 miliion tomansa.” If seid, “Sut why?” He 
anid, “How can FI refuse it now, it’s simest finished and the 
man must be paid.” Bunt sheer mednese in this situation thet 


we had. 


But the Behtehsanis still went over his head to the minister 
of Court to have ... &approve some projects. And ny husband 
Wag Very, very mad. And in the end, when I taid him over the 
eepires l snid, "“Dariing, you krow Khomeinf is coming back, 
Piesxsse, tlanase lesavet Leave, lesavet” He aaid, “How can ff 
-leave? Ail these people of the Court, they have nobody but 
ardatlan ond ae.“ And by thia he neant the drivera, the 
gardeners, the cooks, the ceékers, sli fthia smail poputation 


of the Court who were left Sigh and dry without a pension, 
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without any £nture -- in danger perhaps. So he stayed. 


i. You were here? 


4. Ho, T was atiticvin Tehran. Yes, when i telephoned him, I 
was still here. He todk ne to Paria. IF told you, he 
insisted that I aheuld come to Paria to be with the children, 
end I refused. I seid, “No, I will never leave you.“ And he 
pretended that he kad ta see his heart specialist because he 
was having fifteen of these heart pilisa, you know. Sa he 
brought me and, in order to reeily not he suspicious, he 
brought me a return ticket. So we came to Paria, and steyed 
ten days, and then he went. Thet was the last time F saw 


him. 


OH. This wee when, in November? 


A. November of “78 ~- 2ist of Novenher of “78. We arrived 


bere on the i2th, on the 2ist he went back and.... 


&. Head Hovetda been arrested then? 


4& Oh, Hoveide had been errested tong before that. Hoveida 


Wee @errested under the Shak. 


a. that did he aay about thet? 
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A. Weil, Ae was.... One day I was in Tehran. That is 
sonething ‘historical. Une day, there was 4 man who 
telephoned ell the tine from France Inter. I didn’t 

Bnew he was telephoning from Paris. And he Kept on ringing, 
“T want to speak to Hin Exceiientcy."” I seid, “Well, hea“s not 
here.” Ny husband had left in the morning, and then his 
driver, his official driver came home, had a anack, and £ 
asid “Where is Teansear?” He said, "“He‘s at the Court. I 
heave foogo back there:” and it lasted and went on and on and 


on @nd on. He came back at eight a*ciock. 


4nd the man telephoned 4gain. And my husband -- we were 
having dinner ~- he laughed, he said, "No, no, no; aerate 
Paul &. Vincent <T>, FT am nothing, i*m nathing af ail. You 
aak the prime minister. You ask the minister of formsien 
affairs. FEF am just the accountant of the Court.” And he 
laughed and taughed. TF said, “Why do you say that?’ He 
gaid, “Becaume YF don’t ftike thia gob. fT will ... after I 
Bettia everything, F wiil resign. Ft*s ridicuisous. if am an 
officer. =F 4m @ saidier.-” He ssid -- and thet wae when he 
surprised me -- he aeid, “You know, of all the positions £ 
heid in my lite, the only one of which I arm proud is to he a 
eBoldier.” If said, “Realiy?t But you were nat es. you didn’t 
hecone an officer out of conviction, you had become tone> 
because your father wanted you to.” Hea said, “Yau, but I 
think it“s a very, very ... there is a qreat honor in heing a 


‘moldier.” 
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So TIT asid, “What‘s the matter? Ghat happened?’ He said, 
“Oh, you don*t know. We had = meelLing with several people 
and with the Qué@en -- and she’s 2 Lioness, that woman -- ahe 
wants to see sill kinds of neasures and de this and that and 
that to atsco> this nonsense ci the aubyersion.” And he aaid 
ane of the meaaures that was Laken was ta arrest Haveida. Tf 


eeid, “And ao? de said, “I wea against zt." 
@. This was a meeting with the Gueen, without the Shan? 


4’. Yes. The Shah was in his office. Whenever they had ... 
ane of the men who was there was Seyyed Nehdi Piraateh. He 
telId me, he came to see me hetore he lett for -- ff dan’t know 


where. 
GO. tenada. 


A. Canada, I think. He sHid, “Whenever we uézed toa ga to the 
of "jce of the Sheh, we stood .., YF stored on the thresheid end 
A & said, “Ma Jeary, we don’t enter your office because we are 

afreid af your tre, ao we want to have @ way to rush beck,7" 


And £2 Shah was very, very eset. 


t don’t know wha decided on that, ny Sitsband wae very upeet. 


He said, “Ali right, do you think it“a neceasery7* 
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G. Whoa said this, the shah? 


A. The Shah. Who wes there? There was an army officer -- I 
Rust reneamber his name -- who seid, "Mazyesaty, it 18 nore 
necessary than the Bread far tonight.” You Know there is an 


expression in Persiant “as nance shah vajebtar aati”. 
@,. Could if have been ‘Nagser> Moghaddam? 


&. No, © think itt wae Oveisi. And the Sheh said, “All 
tight.“ Because Héveida was universally hated, you know. He 
was hefed -- it was fantastic. So my husband and Hoveida 
new each other since they were children. And the Shah said, 
“Ait right, but then Let. Generel Pekraven tell him thet, thet 
he’s arrested.’ My hueband ssid, “Nevert <¢ witt never da 
that. f am against it. $F will never do it.’ So the Shah 
waa very courageous, and he took the phone and he telephoned 


himselt to Hoveida. 
ce Reaiiy? 


A. "Tt hes been decided by a committees here in the paiace 
that you heave to be arrested." He said, "Ali right. Arrest 
me." ‘4nd leter on, J learned by the senatoxy who Waa in 
erdigsan with my husband, that Hoveida ... Hoveidea waa very 
fond of my Guaband. I think he was the oniy person he 


trusted, really, Decause he gaid many, mony things to my 
-~ 2 + 
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huaband he wouldn*t aay to anybody sities, He, the senator, 
seid, “You know, Hovedda used to send books in French to your 
huaBband,.” Yery often they spoke, when they were ... wher. 
nohedy was there, they apoke in French, “And then when the 
books atorpped coming, we guessed that he aust have been. 


liquidated.” 


So it was ... he was arrested under the Shah. And when they 
emptied the prisons, he was Ieft all aicne, But that is ... 
everybody Knows that. And he telephoned tc the reanonsiblie 
peopie: “Here IT am." He never thought of.... He -was -.. you 
finow he was a Very interesting personality. Sy daughter 
worked for him for three years as ¢his> personal secretary. 
He Was a very ... BY Sifter Knew him very weli. iF think in a 
wey he was. 4 great man, becense he didn’t pay any attentian. 
to anything, you know. He said why should he have the 
Ahumiization of hiding himself or running away? My husband 


had the sane mentality. 


They came to se@@ te, sore people whe worked in the Mingatry 
ef information. Erehad Melli <«Ministry of National Guidance> 
head seen the list with my fhuabend’s name, and they came and 
begged him to come to their house or to go somewhere, He 
said, “Ho.” Adjavi-Kie, must have toid you. He told 
fiiavi-Kia, “Take your wife end chiidyen and go away from 
have.” He said, “FeARAar , whet about yout’ He said, “I must 


atay here pven though I am killed, even to the price oF my 
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lite." He would never fiee. Never, never, never, 
@. When did they seize himt Your..-. 


4. Weil, I have told yau, I think, before ... when we 

started, that Khomeini iss an unforgivable ‘sunforgiving> man 
-- the more he owes someone, the more he hates hin, and he 
owed everything ta my husband: his titie af dyatollah, his 


dite, everything -- his good treatment when he Waa arrested. 


Now of Govrme, the rumor ... but F den*t want, I want to say 
exactly what we Know, what my son tells me, what ny 
son-~in~law, Naderzgad.... Young pecplia were very fond of my 
husband, and he underatood then very well. So he tdok some 
friends that Friday, the 18th of February, 1974, to opr house 
~~ Hit' 80On wae not there -- for lunch. And they had a 
wonderful time. Then my husbend -~ after his heart attack, 
the> tired easily ~+ at S:30 he toaoid them, “i want to rest, 


please.” Soa they went. 


At five o“ciock he gat up to go the kitchen ta get a glass of 
Water and he said... There was iotes of noises outside, 
shouting and sli that -- he said to our servant, “What“s the 
matter?” So he came back, this young mean, pale. He said, 
Teemanr, they*ve eee to teke you away.” fnd he teid me, 
be sei . “You know, His Excellency tock the glasa, he never 


took the trouble to put on at#oes, walked out with his 
- oo 
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alippers, And when they saw hin, they were so fuili of 
reapect.” He wanted to conacie me, poor man: “They were ao 
reapectiui. They Bowed ta him, they cpened the door." Ard 
he aaid, “IT ran after the car because it was the end of 
winter, very coid, and he had gone witKout a cost er 
anything.” I said, “And then what happ ned?" “"tlell, they 


ateprped the car and took hia caat ta him. And i waa crying." 


He didn’t say a word. They took hin to a committee at 


Kashenak and from there to Madreseh-@ Alavi. 


When my son cane back, he was toaid that his father wae 
arrested. He immediately rushed to his brother-in-layv, and 
they tried every place. They said, “We don’t know. Go tea 
Medreseh-e Aievi." They went there; they took gome clethes 
and his medicine, and the man in charg@ refused it, and said, 
“No, mo, we have everything for him, And hesidesa, he*a net 
arreated atall., Who said he was arrested? He ia the guest. 
of Ayafolish. We want to ask him a few questions about the 
Tourt, not abhoute.-..” You see how cievert “...,.n0t akbaut the 
tins when he was head af security or ambassador or anything, 
or minister of information -- the Court. It*s a matter of a 


fav deyss” 


But then, I taid You, this cousin of Hoveitda saw him. They 
blindfolded him and took hin on the steps. and then all the 


ties started. 
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My aon told me there ian a very nice guard there, He says 
that, “I sea sometimes. ... he Brings me fittte notes from ny 
father. He says that Daddy is nut in prison, But in the 
infirmary. That he looks after hin, he*“s an a nice bed. He 
brings the barber every other day. de washes his clothes, he 
gQives hin very good *ood, and the doctor if aivways there in 


attendance.” 


My husband used toe write lattice nates and this feliow would 
bring <them to> my son and give them <to him>. Rendezvous in 
Very, very complicated places -- af auch-and-auch piace, you 
know. And he would insist that, he temrea tup> the iittle 
notes, 8a we dant have anything from sy husband. Every 
time, my husbend would sav, "Give him 500 tomans, give hin 


22. He*s very nice tc ac." 


But actually, I Aeard from the senator who was with hin, he 
said, “Th wasn’t at all like that. He wasnt at sll. He was 
atraightawey, efter as trew days, put inte prison, wrth no 
mattrezes, no bedding, nothing.” You remember seeing images, 
phates, of Hoveida, but he wae at tesst on 4 mattress. My 
hushend was om the ficor. Ft was the Red Cross, 
iIntexvrnational fed Croas, aveay & month bribed them to give 


bedding to the prisoners. 


Io aeid, “But who was thia nice nan?” He said, “Oh well, 
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there Was... Chere was a man whom we used ta give money, He 
was a Little better than the others. We used to give hin 
money to buy books for us. And he tetused. He brought us 
religious books. But your husband wanted Masgnavi."” iL*s 
tunny -- funny because my husband had never ... WAR never 


interested in poetry, even in French poetry. 


Then the senator toid me that he aaked Kim te teach Aim 
Turkish, because the senator was trom Azgarbsijan, and aiso toa 
read poetry to hin, Nasnavi especially, And he aaid, “He 
toid me, “Read me a part and at nine o’ciock every night, ask 
me to recite it to you.”“ And he aaid, “He recited it 


perfectiv.” 


Then he did something which I never toltd anybody. He went on 
a hunger etrike. He #aid ... he tela this senatear who was 
Bhowing him the photos of hig wife and his children, “Are you 
very fond of them?" fe said, “Yes.” He said, "Are you going 
toa awear to kéep aécreh what I“m going to tell yaut 7 have 
to teli you something.” And the senator toId me, he seid, 
"Yon know - Io had never met your husband. I asid, “Hy God, 
Zi7s true. He hes 4&4 very. Very good reputation, But still he 
wae head of SAVAR, farhapsa he did something he wanta toa 
cantess to me.“ He gaid, “Chay.” He eeid, "Im going te ga 
on hunger atrike, but F don"t want it to Be known. It“a riot 
#8 8 protest. Ft*a 48 4 dis#cipline. I know the world 


championahip wee 49 days (I think) or 45 days. IF want te see 
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1# YF cen break it.” 


So, he said he went aon tor 25 days, drinking nothing but 
water and tea without sugar. He said, “Gne day IF put sugar 
in Khia tea -- he would tefuse it.” And it aurprises me, 
because my husband Liked tea and coffee very, very sweet. He 
gaeid, “And you know, he wes fantastic. He wae a here. He 
Was @ saint. He*s e martyr. But he is a seint." I said, 
"How came?’ He said, “He was ao detached, he had reached 
such Righ, such a high spiritual level, FI was amazed.” He 
said, “You Know, one day hea emiied, he said, “Its funny. 
I-vé never lived in such ..4%+ even in the ermy, in such 
complete denuement thaw do you aay? -- “nething”>. 

Neo kind of material comfort at all, the worst possible 
material conditions. I know what’s going to hanpen to ne -- 
it will be the machine gun. 68ut Ive never felt so weil.” 
He saeatd, “I’ve not been eating for 35 daya and I feel 
perfectiy weli.?" But one thing -- he started fo smoke, 


which was that he knew that he was going to be condemned. 


Because] ay son totd me -- hecsatse, you know, somehow all the 
BeGcrets come out -- that the: interregator told somebody, whe 
teid my BOT p fhat when they opened hia tiie, his so-caiied 
‘file wee they never aitowed my son to 4ee hin, Dbecaudge they 
said the {riatructionsa were getng .., the tnquiries were going 
On. it waen’t true, because when they opened his tile, there 


Wee oniy one plece of paper. and thet wes the testimony of 4 
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young man, who had heen arrested under my husband and whe 
Gave a teatimony to the human<te> treatment that he had and 
how Generel FPakreyvan released hin very soon -- had hin 


released very scan. 


So he knew. And he said, fhe said «the senator>: “Three days 
»s+ far wheat TY underatood Later was his execution, then he 


waa taken from my cell and I never heard of hin.” 


Now, any other questions? 


—- Ft 
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